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Wally Wilhelm is a research plant physiologist with the USDA-ARS Agroecosystems Management Research Unit and adjunct professor of agronomy and horticulture at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE. He leads the ARS Renewable Energy Assessment Project (REAP), a multi-location effort to develop tools and cropping practices that maximize sustainable harvest of biomass as bioenergy and bioproduct feedstocks. He has worked to help the cellulosic ethanol industry understand that crop residues are not wastes of grain production and that residues play a vital role in maintaining soil functions and preserving the capacity of agricultural lands to produce food, feed, and fiber when remained to the soil.

