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I am Jitender Dubey. I am a senior scientist with ARS and I've been here with ARS since 1982. 

I grew up on in small village in India on a family farm and I always had interest in animals  and that eventually led me to this present position I am in and created an interest in animals.

What sparked your interest in science? 

When I was an undergraduate student in veterinary medicine there was a professor named Dr. Shah. He was very instrumental in me getting into the subject of parasitology and that I chose to be involved in the rest of my life. And, then Dr Jack Frankel in Kansas City in School of Medicine that he really guided me in research and got involved in doing research what I'm doing today.

Talk about your principal area of research during your career. 

All my life I've worked with parasitic diseases that are transmitted from animals to human beings. One such disease is called toxoplasmosis. It's a single-celled parasite that affects all animals, warm-blooded animal species including humans and it can cause devastating disease in children. 

What was the most exciting discovery of your research career?

We found out that this parasite is transmitted from domestic cats to all other animals and human beings and this was a great discovery made in science in 1970 and it felt like that I'm on top of the world because it has solved a great mystery about the transmission of this parasite that everybody was trying to find out. 

Reflect on your choice to spend a career with ARS. 

Working with ARS provided me with the possibility to pursue long term research that I could not have pursued at a university because of the continued funding and also it provided me, forced me to write my own ticket in the sense of what research I would like to pursue. 

The ARS agency was created by the Congress for the benefit of American agriculture and is one of the success stories because agriculture, American agriculture has been on the fore front in the whole world and it is remarkable that 6% of farmers can feed virtually the whole world. And for that to be successful we need research and we need research on the continued basis that ARS provides. And there is no limit to your success. You can go as high as anybody can do in the United States. 

What should scientist of the future be focusing on? 

Supplying food that is nutritious world wide is the number one priority. A lot of the areas of the world do not have enough food rather than have the nutritional foods and food safety is a very important issue and American agriculture is in the forefront with respect to  food safety and we should be proud of that we are making real success in that area. 

Biosafety and bioterrorism are going to be challenges that all of us face in the future and we should be focused on. So providing a safe food is going to be a big challenge. 

Any final thoughts on being inducted into the ARS Hall of Fame?

I am really honored to be selected for this award and I have received many national and international awards. But to get the award from your peers right here means a great deal to me. I'm really humbled and honored to be in the company of the people who are revered, who have made landmark discoveries in agriculture and people that have been so successful in bringing agriculture's usefulness to the commodities.  

