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www.ars.usda.gov/yourtwocents

Your Two Cents (Y2C)

Ideas and best practices continue to come to us at 
Your Two Cents (Y2C) at a steady rate. As always, we 
appreciate your using this valuable tool and encourage 
you to continue to spread the word. ARS employees 
recently commented that it would be helpful to include 
information about Y2C in new employee orientation 
briefings and information packets. We couldn’t agree 
more!  We have also received requests for more targeted 
training courses and materials for programs and systems 
widely used in the agency, and we have started the ball 
rolling on that. Please continue to let us know what you 
think will help you do your job better, and we will help get 
that information to the right people.

From time to time we receive comments and ideas about 
matters that cannot be addressed on Y2C. According to 
the Y2C User Agreement, topics that are not within the 
scope of Y2C include EEO issues; Leave and Benefits; 
Alternative Dispute Resolution; and Waste, Fraud, and 
Abuse. If you have concerns in those areas, click on the 
links in the Y2C User Agreement to reach the office that 
can help you.

The development of Axon—the new ARS Intranet—is 
proceeding on schedule with a launch this spring. Get  
a sneak peek by clicking on the Axon button on Y2C’s 
main page.  

The Cultural Transformation (CT) Team has completed the 
CT Action Plan for 2014. Stay tuned for more information 
as we roll out new initiatives and plans to support 
the initiatives of USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack and ARS 
Administrator Chavonda Jacobs-Young! D
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On February  
11, 2014, ARS’s 
U.S. Vegetable 
Laboratory 
(USVL) in 
Charleston, SC, 
hosted over 62 
visitors at its 
open house. 
Among the 
visitors were 
organic and 
conventional 
vegetable 
growers, 
master gardeners, university extension agents, and 
representatives from seed companies. Exhibits included 
disease-resistant vegetable seedlings and fruit developed 
at the lab. In addition to a tour, lab employees prepared 
a meal for visitors using vegetables grown or developed 
at the lab. Menu items included broccoli cheddar soup 
and black-eyed peas over Carolina Gold rice. The event 
was a collaborative effort between USVL and the Clemson 
Coastal Research and Education Center, which is housed at 
the lab. See more photos in Photo Corner. D

On March 5, ARS helped kick off National Nutrition Month 
in USDA’s South Building in Washington, DC. One of ARS’s 
exhibits was located in the cafeteria. Cafeteria customers 
were able to find out what they were consuming by 
using the online search tool, “What’s In The Foods You 
Eat,” developed by the ARS Food Surveys Research 
Group in Beltsville, MD. Other USDA exhibitors included 
the National Agricultural Library’s Food and Nutrition 
Information Center and Food Safety Research Information 
Office, Agricultural Marketing Service, and Food Safety and 
Inspection Service. See more photos in Photo Corner.  D   

Around ARS
This year’s 
USDA 
Agricultural 
Outlook 
Forum—held in 
Arlington, VA, 
on February 
20-21, 2014—
was attended 
by a record-
breaking 1,930 
visitors. The 
event featured 
different 
USDA exhibits, 
including 

an exhibit by the ARS Information Staff highlighting 
the agency’s research and demonstrating the newly 
redesigned ARS Web site. The theme of this year’s 
Forum was “The Changing Face of Agriculture.” ARS 
Administrator Chavonda Jacobs-Young moderated a 
session on citrus greening, and ARS scientists participated 
in various panels at the Forum. This annual conference 
is an opportunity for producers, policymakers, and 
government and industry analysts from around the world 
to come together and discuss agricultural issues. D

On February 12, 2014, the ARS Subtropical Horticulture 
Research Station (SHRS) in Miami, FL, hosted 45 members 
of the Friends of Fairchild, who are volunteers at Miami’s 
Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden. Acting Research Leader 
Nancy Epsky provided an overview of SHRS research 
activities, and other SHRS staff members gave visitors 
a tour of the facilities. SHRS partners with the Fairchild 
Tropical Botanic Garden in several outreach events, 
including the Chocolate Festival each January and the 
Mango Festival each July. D

Biological Science Lab Technician Wil Quintanilla explains ARS 
research to the Friends of Fairchild.

Biological Science Technician Jennifer Ikerd 
explains the development of disease-resistant 
watermelon varieties to USVL Open House 
visitors. See more photos in Photo Corner.

Outreach Coordinator Jay Green and 
Information Specialist Monica Williams (not 
pictured), ARS Information Staff, encourage 
Outlook visitors to sign up for ARS’s information 
products.

From left: Biological Science Technician Caitlin Walker, 
Outreach Coordinator Jay Green, and Research Assistant 
Melanie Hymes. See more photos in Photo Corner.

http://reedir.arsnet.usda.gov/codesearchwebapp/(25d2qw55zbfo2o45l3lm1pra)/codesearch.aspx
http://reedir.arsnet.usda.gov/codesearchwebapp/(25d2qw55zbfo2o45l3lm1pra)/codesearch.aspx
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  Notable Awards

The Weed Science Society of America (WSSA) honored 
nearly three dozen individuals for their outstanding 
contributions to the field of weed science during its 
annual meeting on February 3-6, 2014, in Vancouver, 
Canada.

WSSA presented the 
Fellow award—its highest 
recognition—to Research 
Chemist James V. Anderson at 
the ARS Sunflower and Plant 
Biology Research Unit in Fargo, 
ND. Anderson is best known for 
developing genomics programs 
for perennial weeds. He also 
developed an Interagency 
Research Coordination 
Workshop to address 
pest invasions, fire-prone 

environments, and restoration. He served as Director of 
Publications for WSSA from 2008 to 2014.

An Outstanding Paper Award was presented to 
Supervisory Research Biologist John Gaskin, ARS Pest 
Management Research Unit, Sidney, MT; Research 
Entomologist Livy Williams III, ARS European Biological 
Control Laboratory, Montpellier, France; and Research 
Entomologist Brian G. Rector, ARS Great Basin 
Rangelands Research Unit, Reno, NV, for the paper 
“Genetic Identity and Diversity of Perennial Pepperweed 
(Lepidium latifolium) in its Native and Invaded Ranges” 
published in Invasive Plant Science and Management. 
The other co-authors were Mark Schwarzländer, Hariet L. 
Hinz, Esther Gerber, and Dao Yuan Zhang.

Another Outstanding Paper 
Award was presented to 
Ecologist Adam S. Davis, 
ARS Global Change and 
Photosynthesis Research Unit, 
Urbana, IL, for the paper “Local 
Conditions, Not Regional 
Gradients, Drive Demographic 
Variation of Giant Ragweed 
(Ambrosia trifida) and Common 
Sunflower (Helianthus annuus) 
Across Northern U.S. Maize 
Belt” published in Weed 
Science. The other co-authors 
were Sam E. Wortman, Brian J. Schutte, John L. Lindquist, 
John Cardina, Joel Felix, Christy L. Sprague, J. Anita Dille, 
Analiza H.M. Ramirez, Graig Reicks, and Sharon A. Clay.

 
Research Plant Physiologist Dale Shaner, formerly with 
the ARS Water Management Research Unit in Fort Collins, 
CO, received an Outstanding Reviewer Award for his 
review of scientific papers. D 

Research 
Entomologist 
Jesusa “Susie” 
C. Legaspi, ARS 
Insect Behavior 
and Biocontrol 
Research Unit, 
Gainesville, 
FL, received 
the Award for 
Excellence in 
Integrated Pest 
Management 
from the 
Entomological 
Society of 
America 

during its 2014 Southeastern Branch Annual Meeting 
on March 2-5 in Greenville, SC. Legaspi was honored 
for her innovative research on insect pests such as the 
sweetpotato whitefly, aphids, sugarcane stalk borers, 
citrus leafminer, and rice pests in sugarcane, potatoes, 
vegetables, citrus, and rice crops in Southeast Asia, 
England, Texas, and Florida. D

James V. Anderson.

Adam S. Davis.

Research Entomologist Jesusa “Susie” Legaspi, 
left, is presented the Award for Excellence 
in Integrated Pest Management by Research 
Leader and Entomologist David Hall, who is 
the President of the Southeastern Branch 
Entomological Society of America.

http://wssa.net/
http://www.entsoc.org/
http://www.entsoc.org/
http://www.entsoc.org/
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Soil Scientist Al Black, who 
had a 40-year career at ARS, 
was inducted into the North 
Dakota Agricultural Hall of 
Fame on March 8, during the 
North Dakota Winter Show in 
Valley City, ND.  From 1979 to 
1993, Black was Director of 
ARS’s Northern Great Plains 
Research Laboratory (NGPRL) 
in Mandan, ND. He was at 
ARS’s Northern Plains Agricultural Research Laboratory 
in Sidney, MT, for 26 years prior to moving to Mandan. 
Black was recognized nationally and internationally as a 
leading expert in dry land agriculture, and he consulted 
extensively throughout the United States and overseas. 
Black passed away in July 2013. Also inducted into the 
North Dakota Agricultural Hall of Fame was longtime farm 
broadcaster Al Gustin, who has been an active member of 
NGPRL’s Customer Focus Group and a staunch supporter 
of the lab for over 20 years. D

Research Molecular Biologist 
Geoffrey C. Waldbieser, ARS 
Warmwater Aquaculture Research 
Unit, Stoneville, MS, was among 
11 individuals honored with a 
2014 Distinguished Agriculture 
Alumni Award from the College of 
Agriculture at Purdue University 
on March 7. The award recognizes 
mid-career Purdue Agriculture 
alumni who have demonstrated 

outstanding accomplishments and made significant 
contributions to their professions or to society  
in general. D

Geoffrey C. Waldbieser.

Research Animal Geneticist 
Larry Kuehn, ARS Genetics, 
Breeding, and Animal Health 
Research Unit in Clay Center, 
NE, received the Midwest 
ASAS/ADSA Outstanding 
Young Animal/Dairy Scientist 
in Research Award from 
the Midwestern Section 
of the American Society of 
Animal Science (ASAS) and 
the Midwest Branch of the 
American Dairy Science Association (ADSA). Kuehn was 
honored for making outstanding contributions to genetics 
and genomics research that has had an important 
impact on beef breeding and production. The award was 
presented during the 2014 Joint Midwest Meeting of the 
two societies on March 17-19 in Des Moines, IA. D

Patricia Castro, a 
Visiting Scientist 
at ARS’s Genetic 
Improvement for 
Fruits and Vegetables 
Laboratory in Beltsville, 
MD, received the 
Extraordinary 
Doctorate Award 
from the University 
of Córdoba, Spain, 
on January 29, 2014. 
Castro is originally 
from Jaén, Andalusia. 
Her Ph.D. focused on 

determining the efficiency of marker-assisted selection 
in a chickpea breeding program. She has been working 
under the supervision of Research Plant Geneticist Kim 
Lewers developing genetic maps of blackberry and 
strawberry. D

Al Black.

Larry Kuehn.

Patricia Castro.

http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2014/Q1/11-alumni-to-receive-purdue-agricultures-top-award.html
http://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2014/Q1/11-alumni-to-receive-purdue-agricultures-top-award.html
https://www.asas.org/membership-services/asas-sections/midwest-section
https://www.asas.org/membership-services/asas-sections/midwest-section
https://www.asas.org/membership-services/asas-sections/midwest-section
http://www.adsa.org/AboutADSA/ADSABranches/MidwestBranch.aspx
http://www.adsa.org/AboutADSA/ADSABranches/MidwestBranch.aspx
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Photo Corner

A display at the ARS U.S. Vegetable Laboratory Open House on February 11, 2014. See related 
story in Around ARS.

Visitors enjoy a meal prepared by employees at ARS’s U.S. 
Vegetable Laboratory in Charleston, SC, using vegetables grown or 
developed at the lab. See related story in Around ARS.

USDA employees learn about healthy eating at the National 
Nutrition Month kickoff in the South Building cafeteria on March 5.  
See related story in Around ARS. 
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That’s just a snapshot of what ARS scientists are doing to 
find out if U.S. consumers are getting adequate vitamins 
and minerals from their daily diets. And now you, too, can 
do your own research to discover nutrient intake of the 
foods you eat. Simply visit the ARS Food Survey Research 
Group’s Web site to find the user-friendly search tool 
called “What’s In The Foods You Eat.” The tool lists 65 
different nutrients in familiar portion sizes for around 
8,000 food items. The tool is useful even if you just want 
to check the number of calories.

So the next time you want to look up the calories or 
nutrient content of what you’re eating, you can thank 
your ARS colleagues for providing easy-to-use and 
accurate tools to do just that.

Written by Jay Green, ARS Information Staff.
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Do you know what’s 
in the foods you eat? 
ARS scientists do; in 
fact, ARS scientists 
continually develop 
and validate analytical 
methods to find out 
what’s in the foods, 
beverages, and dietary 
supplements you 
consume.

Let’s take vitamin 
D as an example. 
Vitamin D helps the 
body use calcium and 
phosphorus to build 
and maintain strong 

bones and teeth. As many of you know, it can be formed 
in human skin by sunlight. But when sun exposure is 
limited, dietary sources for vitamin D are needed. 

Researchers at ARS’s Food Composition and Methods 
Development Laboratory in Beltsville, MD—part of the 
Beltsville Human Nutrition Research Center (BHNRC)—
pioneered new, highly precise methods for analyzing 
vitamin D in foods and dietary supplements.  Another 
BHNRC unit, the ARS Nutrient Data Laboratory, headed 
up vitamin D food analysis studies of various products 
that resulted in the addition of vitamin D values for 3,000 
foods in the lab’s nutrient database, the USDA National 
Nutrient Database for Standard Reference, which covers 
150 nutrients in about 8,500 foods. 

As part of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) National Health and Nutrition 
Examination Survey (NHANES)—the only nationally 
representative study on this topic—researchers at the 
ARS Food Surveys Research Group, part of BHNRC, 
interview thousands of people annually about what 
they eat. They then translate all the “foods eaten” into 
“nutrients consumed.” For example, although our food 
supply is abundant, ARS’s “What We Eat in America” 
survey has shown that about half of the people in the 
United States are not getting ideal levels of magnesium; 
about 40 percent are not getting enough vitamin A; and 
one-third are not getting enough vitamin C from the 
foods and beverages consumed.

Did You Know?

http://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=23887
http://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=23887
http://www.ars.usda.gov/Services/docs.htm?docid=17032
http://ndb.nal.usda.gov/
http://ndb.nal.usda.gov/

