
Roosevelt's Tree Army
“Muscles Grow Hard, Backs Grow Strong, Hearts Grow Stout”
The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 
was one of the first and most popular of 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New 
Deal programs. Begun in March 1933, it 
tacked the high rates of joblessness among 

young men by setting them to work in 
parks, forests, and other public lands. Over 
2.5 million men would ultimately enroll 
in what was popularly called “Roosevelt's 
Tree Army” before its closure in June 1942.

At Work in the Nation's Capitol
Enrollees did all sorts of work. They battled 
forest fire and invasive insects; reseeded 
depleted grazing lands; built dams, roads, 
and other infrastructure; and worked to 
stem soil erosion. In the wake of natural 
disasters such as floods, blizzards, and 
hurricanes, the Corps provided invaluable 
manpower to assist in recovery efforts.

Although most CCC camps were in rural 
locations, many of them in the western 
states, this wasn't always the case. The 
Washington, D.C. area was home to 
roughly a dozen CCC camps. Many worked 
with the National Park Service, enhancing 
parks and parkways, building outdoor 
recreation facilities for city dwellers, and 

preserving historic resources such as the 
C&O Canal and the Civil War–era forts 
that protected Washington, D.C.

One of these local camps was Camp 
NA-1-DC, occupied by CCC Company 
1360. It stood in this very spot, and from 
1934–1941 these men built the National 
Arboretum. These panels share just 
some of their story.

TOP: Enrollees would often take lunch in the field when working 
far from their camp. According to CCC records, the average 
enrollee gained over eight pounds during his enrollment. 
Regular access to nutritious food more than balanced 
the physical demands.
Photo courtesy OSU Special Collections & Archives Research Center, Civilian 
Conservation Corps men on hillside eating.

BOTTOM LEFT: Enrollees at work, possibly in Corvallis, Oregon.
Photo courtesy OSU Special Collections & Archives Research Center, Civilian 
Conservation Corps men.

BOTTOM RIGHT:  Black Americans comprised about 10% of the 
population and an equal percentage of CCC enrollees.
Photo courtesy National Archives, photo no. 35-GE-3D-139.

“We can 
take a 
vast army 
of these 
unemployed 
out into heathful 
surroundings. We can 
eliminate to some 
extent at least the 
threat that enforced 
idleness brings to 
spiritual and moral 
stability. It is not a 
panacea for all the 
unemployment but it 
is an essential step.”

President Franklin D. Roosevelt
Message to Congress on Unemployment Relief

March 21, 1933

“Muscles Grow Hard, Backs Grow Strong, Hearts Grow Stout”
Quotation and Illustration from “Your CCC” A Handbook for Enrollees, 3rd Ed.


