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This year marks the 150th anniversary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture or USDA, and it’s hard to imagine what life would be like without the amazing and important discoveries made by researchers  at USDA’s chief scientific research agency—the Agricultural Research Service or ARS.

Look at the foods you eat.  Nutrition food labels use ARS data. Lactose-free milk, frozen waffles, orange juice from frozen concentrate, and other foods are made with techniques developed by ARS scientists.  

Children who are allergic to peanuts can now enjoy sunflower seed butter as an alternative to peanut butter, thanks to ARS and industry partners. Our researchers also developed a starch-based product for making superabsorbent diapers and other products. 

USDA discoveries have also helped save soldiers’ lives.  In the 1940s, ARS chemists found a way to mass-produce penicillin. They also developed a breakthrough mosquito repellent, and ways to make military clothing resistant to biting insects. 

In one project, our scientists bred high-yielding, semi-dwarf wheat varieties, which were later improved to help prevent starvation worldwide. And our dairy herd improvement program has led to a tremendous increase in milk production. 

Research breakthroughs also protect our food and fight diseases that affect animals and humans. We’ve developed robotic poultry inspection systems and have used genetic techniques to safeguard our food against E. coli and other organisms.

ARS research has proven invaluable to the aquaculture industry as well. Our research helps U.S. fish farmers enhance production and breeding and improve fish varieties—like catfish, salmon, trout and tilapia. 

Many fruits and vegetables— blueberries, oranges, grapes, potatoes, cranberries, lettuce, and others—got their start at ARS laboratories. Scientists have developed new varieties to ensure a sustainable bounty of fresh fruits, vegetables and other staples. 

These are just a few examples of the abundant contributions made by USDA-ARS scientists over the last 150 years. Let’s celebrate USDA’s anniversary by giving thanks to innovative Federal scientists who have help make our world a better place to live.  


