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Principals of Technology Transfer

• Transfer of technology is primary objective, 
not income

• Facilitate research partnerships & adoption 
of research outcomes for broad US public 
benefit

• Protect intellectual property primarily if it 
enhances technology transfer 

• Enhance U.S. economic development, global 
competition, & sustainable economic 
security

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our goals today in the Office of Technology Transfer can be summed in 3 points:
To facilitate research partnerships & adoption of federal research outcomes for broad public benefit.
To use the patent system to facilitate technology transfer by providing incentives for our scientists and protection for the industry.
And ultimately, to enhance U.S. economic development, global competition, and sustainable economic security. This last point is especially important today…



Patenting decisions based on
Tech Transfer requirements

Scope of invention ?
Market size ?
Enforceable ? 
Commercial interest ? 
Patent / License needed ?



Patent / License

Public Domain



•Cooperative Research & 
Development Agreements CRADA

•Trust Fund Cooperative Research 
Agreements TFCA

Research Partnerships
-funds to ARS-



TFCA Model
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TFCA

• One project -
Multiple agreements

• No confidentiality 
provisions

• No right to negotiate 
exclusive license

CRADA

• One project -
One agreement

• Confidentiality 
provisions

• Right to negotiate 
exclusive license



Cooperator May Provide

•Expertise
•Materials
•Equipment
•Employees
•Money
•Facilities

ARS may provide any of the
above except money



ONP & LM
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David Nicholson - PWA
510-559-5641
David.Nicholson@ars.usda.gov

Bryan Kaphammer - NPA / SPA
970-229-5528
Bryan.Kaphammer@.ars.usda.gov

Renee Wagner - MWA
309-681-6565
Renee.Wagner@ars.usda.gov

Victor Chavez - NAA
215-233-6610
Vic.Chavez@ars.usda.gov

Thomas Valco - Cotton Technology
662-686-5255
CTTEC@ars.usda.gov

Donald Nordlund - SAA / MSA
706-546-3496
Don.Nordlund@.ars.usda.gov

James Poulos- BA
301-504-6421
James.Poulos@ars.usda.gov
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