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Species Group:  Catfish
Problem:  Feed Issues
Rank:  1st

Problem Statement:


· High feed costs are having dramatic impacts on catfish production costs.

Research Statement:


· Reduce feed costs through development of diets using alternative feedstuffs and improved feeding practices.

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Target information to feedmills and producers on improved diets and feeding practices.

Problem:  Economics

Rank:  2nd



Problem Statement:


· Rising costs are increasing production costs beyond price received by producers is causing non-viability of the catfish industry.

Research Statement:


· Inclusion of economic analysis on all projects with the goal of identifying the lowest cost and highest return.   On farm profitability should be the result of ARS research.  Issues involving crisis financing should be addressed by “crisis” committees.  Ways to augment farm price and reduce escalating feed and fuel prices need to be immediately addressed.

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Model farmers with “best” economic returns should be identified and demonstrated to other producers. 

Problem:  Marketing

Rank:  3rd



Problem Statement:


· Catfish market prices are far too low to provide adequate incentive to stay in business, particularly given recent increases in production costs.

Research Statement:


· Enhance market price of catfish through improved strategies for marketing supply chain management, product quality, and new products.
Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Develop intensive educational programs for consumers and intermediate buyers.

Problem:  Improved Production Systems

Rank:  4th



Problem Statement:


· Currently used earthen pond systems for catfish are difficult to manage and inefficient.

Research Statement:


· Develop improved production systems and management technologies that address inefficiencies and reduce per pound cost of production.

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Work with farmers to implement improved systems on commercial scale under controlled conditions to further refine performance and verify effects on productions costs.  Eventually transfer technology package to industry.
Problem:  Genetics

Rank:  5th



Problem Statement:


· Genetic improvement of economically important traits will lower production costs and improve profitability for catfish farmers.

Research Statement:


· Develop genetically improved catfish through traditional selective breeding and genomic approaches for release to the catfish industry. 

· Develop technology and lines of fish for improved production of channel x blue hybrid catfish.

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Test new germplasm on farms prior to official release and develop workshops and demonstration projects related to hybrid catfish production.

� INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image001.jpg@01C885FE.6054D9A0" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���   � INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image002.jpg@01C885FE.6054D9A0" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���     � INCLUDEPICTURE "cid:image003.jpg@01C885FE.6054D9A0" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





USDA Aquaculture Stakeholder Workshop








[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


