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Species Group:  Larval Feeds
Problem:  Live feed production for marine fish (NSM)

Rank:  1st



Problem Statement:


· Lack of mass production systems for copepods 

Research Statement:


· Identify optimal species of copepods for larval marine finfish

· Develop and optimize mass production systems for copepods

· Identify optimum foods for copepods

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Work with marine finfish producers to initiate demonstration projects to evaluate and showcase the copepod production system and provide training

Desired Outcomes (with measurable outcomes):


· Provide a cost-effective, reliable, high quality, and suitable quanitity of copepods for marine larval fish

Possible Approaches:


· Evaluate different culture vessels and food sources for copepods

Problem:  Poor survival of freshwater and marine larval fish

Rank:  2nd



Problem Statement:


· Lack of knowledge of nutrient requirements of larval freshwater and marine finfish

Research Statement:


· Define nutrient requirements of larval freshwater and marine finfish

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Work with industry to define important species problems

Desired Outcomes (with measurable outcomes):


· Easily applied, cost-effective live feeds and knowledge of when to provide specific dietary components during larval culture 

Possible Approaches:


· Replicated studies determining nutrient composition of fertilized eggs and newly hatched larvae

Problem:  Poor survival and performance of larval freshwater and marine finfish fed formulated feed

Rank:  3rd



Problem Statement:


· Lack of cost-effective and high-quality formulated feed for larval fish 
Research Statement:


· Define nutrient requirements of larval freshwater and marine finfish

· Develop manufacturing technology for producing larval feeds

· Determine long-term impacts of formulated feeds on fish performance

· Develop larval fish health management strategies when using live feed

Extension/Tech transfer Statement:


· Work with industry to define important species problems

Desired Outcomes (with measurable outcomes):


· Cost-effective, high-quality manufactured larval feed replacing live feeds

Possible Approaches:


· TBD
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