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Dr. Mike Grusak is a plant physiologist with the Children’s Nutrition Research Center (CNRC) at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, TX and Acting Research Leader for the Delta Obesity Prevention Research Unit in Little Rock, AR.  The CNRC is one of six federally funded human nutrition research centers in the nation and the first to conduct scientific investigations into the role of maternal, infant, and child nutrition in optimal health, development, and growth.  Mike joined the CNRC in 1990 to develop an interdisciplinary program that would link plant science and production agriculture with human nutrition concerns. His research involves understanding the molecular mechanisms and regulation of nutrient transport within plants, with the long-term goal of enhancing the nutritional quality of plant foods for human consumption. His group is currently focused on several minerals, including iron, zinc, potassium, and calcium, as well as various health-beneficial classes of phytochemicals such as carotenoids and flavonoids. He also uses in vitro cell culture methods and clinical investigations to study phytonutrient bioavailability and metabolism in humans. His group has developed labeling techniques to incorporate various stable isotopes into plant foods, to provide unique tools for these clinical studies.
Dr. Grusak received his undergraduate degree in Biology from Bates College in Lewiston, ME and both his MS in Botany and PhD in Botany from the University of California-Davis.  His post-doctoral training included research at the Physics and Engineering Laboratory, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research in Lower Hutt, New Zealand, the Université de Poitiers in Poitiers, France, and the US Plant Soil and Nutrition Laboratory in Ithaca, NY.

Dr. Grusak has published 145 peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters, invited review articles, and book reviews.  Over the past 20 years, he has succeeded in garnering extramural funding, being the PI or co-PI on 30 grants that provided over $7.3 million in total funds to his research program and over $105 million in overall funding to the team projects.   He has organized and/or served on the Scientific Advisory Committees of several International Symposia.  He currently serves on the Editorial Boards of the journals: Plant and Soil, Crop Science, Plant Foods for Human Nutrition, and Rice Journal, as well as on the Executive Board for the Crop Science Society of America, Division C09: Biomedical, Health-Beneficial and Nutritionally Enhanced Plants.  He was named the Senior Research Scientist of the Year for the Southern Plains Area in 2002.  Mike has also served as chair of the ARS Peer Review Focus Group which provides valuable advice and guidance on the OSQR peer review process.  Mike is the tenth ARS Scientific Quality Review Officer and will serve from October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2015.
