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Figure 3:  This is a picture of ‘Royal Gala’ apple roots.  The greenhouse-grown trees were around 2 yrs old when the photo was taken.  The main (tap) root is visible, as are lateral roots and suckers.  These roots were from a well-watered plant grown in an artificial soil which does not restrict root growth.  Research is currently underway to identify genes in the roots that respond to drought situations.  Information from these studies will ultimately be used to improve water use in fruit trees and other important crops.

