ARS Strategic Goals
GOAL 1:  Enhance Economic Opportunities for Agricultural Producers 

Objective 1.2:  Contribute to the Efficiency of Agricultural Production Systems.  ARS will develop and disseminate science-based information to provide U.S. producers of agricultural products with increased flexibility to effectively manage unforeseen risks that affect profitability and product quality. U.S. agricultural production and marketability is constantly influenced by factors such as unpredictable weather, disease and pest outbreaks, and changing consumer demands. Use of genetically diverse germplasm resource collections and best management practices requires research that helps improve production efficiency and productivity through the development of pest resistant varieties and information to facilitate decision-making.  Cultivars will be developed that are adapted for management practices that optimize soil microbial, carbon, nitrogen, and water resources for sustainable production.

GOAL 5:  Protect and Enhance the Nation’s Natural Resource Base and Environment

Objective 5.2:  Provide Science-Based Knowledge and Education To Improve Quality and Management of Soil, Air, and Water Resources.  Sound scientific management of productive croplands should lead to the maintenance of sustainable high levels of soil, air, and water quality and benefit both agricultural production and the environment.  ARS will provide producers with management practices and tools that will allow sustainable food, feed, and fiber production while protecting soil, air, and water resources.  Develop improved conservation practices and systems that would, if adopted, improve productivity, conserve soil resources, and enhance environmental quality.
