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RESEARCH INTERESTS

Gene discovery and elucidation of the mechanisms underlying phytonutrient and
micronutrient metabolism, as well as plant biotechnology for improving the nutritional
quality and health-promoting properties of food crops. Current research focuses primarily on
carotenoid, anthocyanin, and glucosinolate biosynthesis as well as selenium and zinc
nutrition in plants.

HIGHER EDUCATION

Plant Biochemistry and Physiology, University of Reading, U. K.; Ph.D.
Horticulture, Sichuan Agricultural University, P. R. China; B.S.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2016-present Adjunct Professor, Plant Breeding and Genetics Section, School of Integrative
Plant Science, Cornell University

2009-2015  Adjunct Associate Professor, Plant Breeding and Genetics Section, School of
Integrative Plant Science, Cornell University

2003-2009  Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Plant Breeding and Genetics,
Cornell University

2002-present Research Molecular Biologist (Plant), USDA-ARS, Plant, Soil and Nutrition
Laboratory, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

1995-2002  Research Associate 1V, Department of Plant Biology, Department of Plant
Breeding and Genetics, Cornell University

1993-1995  Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Biochemistry, University of Missouri-
Columbia

1988-1992  Postdoctoral Associate, Department of Biochemistry, MSU-DOE Plant
Research Laboratory, Michigan State University

1984-1988  Graduate Assistant, Department of Botany, Reading University, U. K.
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TEACHING

Co-Instructor of Nutritional Quality Improvement of Food Crops (PLBRG 4070)
Guest Lecturer for several courses
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