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Welcome to the 25th issue of Chalcid Forum - This e - N =
issue our masthead features Xiphogramma sp., ' o ' o
another superb digital photo by the incomparable
Klaus Bolte, CFS, Ottawa, courtesy of John Huber.
This and all prior issues of CF are available on the
SEL web site at www.sel barc.usda.gov. Many
thanks to Mike Gates who shouldered much of the
burden of producing this issue.
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with varying unsatisfactory results. We've learned that  from Israel and South America.
paraphyly is probably better than no phyly at all. And
we've learned that whether using morphology or
dnaology, the more we learn, the more confused we
seem to get. The good news, however, is that we
chalcidoid-lovers are made of stern stuff and we keep on
going, not unlike that famous chalcidoid purveyor—A.
A. Girault. And we do this in spite of ourselves and
every major disappointment known to humankind.
Within the next twenty-five years of research we may yet
stumble across the Rosetta stone of chalcidology. It
would be nice if someone could figure out a reasonable
hypothesis of chalcidoid relationships—the sooner the
better. Regrettably (or maybe thankfully), if the answer
does not come soon, I will have [orgotien

what a chalcidoid is. I am already beginning to forget

Figure 1. Head of female
Monoksa dorsiplana.

Thanks to M. Gates & R. Burks, respectively, for this
vear's contributions.
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Apparently, Pruthi had promised Mani of a permanent
position when the next opening was available.
However, the job was given to his junior on extraneous
reasons. In 1944, Dr. Mani revolted and resigned.
Unemployed for some time, he earned a living by
acting as an interpreter and German language translator
for the Censor Section of the Army HQ at New Delhi.
In 1945 he got a teaching job at St. John’s College,
Agra where his talents were recognized and
encouraged. In 1947 he obtained the D. Sc. degree
from Agra University for his work on galls and gall
insects of India. In 1950 he established the School of
Entomology at St. John’s College, Agra initiating
entomological research and mentoring graduate
students. It was here that he initiated research on
Himalayan Entomology and led several entomological
expeditions to the Himalaya during 1953-56 and again
after returning back to Agra in 1968. Professor Mani
was invited to join the Zoological Survey of India in
1956 Deputy Director, ultimately becoming Director in
1963 to be offered the Directorship of the ZSI, he was
again denied his just claim, and was superseded by his







B R R R S O R R R N = e T A A

collected Australolaelaps (Diparinae), Moranila
(Eunotinae), Encyrtocephalus (Ormocerinae), and
Macroglenes (Pireninae). The next day we went to a
park in the Long Pocket area of Brisbane and swept
some Ormyromorpha (Coelocybinae) off of some
mangroves along a riverbank.

Even though collecting in the nearby parks was quite
successful, it was nothing compared to the few days we
spent at Mount Glorious, a mountain west of Brisbane
with an abundance of beautiful rainforest. With Chris’
help and quite a bit of collecting enthusiasm, we
managed (0 sweep a tremendous variely of pteromalids,
including Ausasaphes (Asaphinac), Thaumasura
(Cleonyminae), Omphalodipara (Colotrechninae),
Ophelosia (Funotinae), and a host of others. Although
Mzt. Glorious may have lacked the remoteness and
exoticness of Ndumo, it easily made up for it with its
pteromalid diversity and an environment kind enough
to allow collecting in shorts. (Heat aside, my field pants
at this time could walk around on their own.)

While at Mt. Glorious, Chris taught me a new
collecting technique that had been developed by Geoff
Monteith, also of the Queensland Museum. It turned
out to be spectacular for diparine collecting. The
technique involves laying a plastic sheet down
underneath a rotting log or against a tree trunk. The
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Obstacles to collecting abound at Ndumo Game
Reserve, South Africa.

Chris Burwell utilizing the pyrethrum knockdown

technique.
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Initially, the LucID key was constructed to identify 19
taxa of Leucospis. However, as more species were
examined and coded for the 33 characters used in the
key, it became increasingly difficult to separate and
diagnose some of the species groups, thus questioning
the monophyly of some groups. A sccond version of
the key was constructed in which both species and
species groups were coded, thereby providing a
working version that will allow us to determine the
usefulness of the currently recognized species groups
on a world level.

The key makes extensive use of web pages. A web
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page. Figure 1 (below) is an example of a character
state web page.
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Lower margin of clypeus

with a median tooth:

Included species

The species group is composed of the following ten species:

o L bakers (Taiwran, Philippines, Romeo)
= L_calligastri(Java;

o L. ginneltitAustralia Queensland)

s L globigera(West Malaysi, Morth Bomeo)

« L, lankana(Se Laaka)
L

e
o L. pedicularaIndin, Burma, Malaya, Singapore, Java)

o L. priformis(Paistan, India (fom Bombay to Bengal and Karikal) L
o Loeiliamsi(Phippines)

Distribution

Species belanging to this species group are Criental andlor Anstralasian in
distribution
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Figure 2. Example of a taxon web page.
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with species of Leucospis in their collections and the
willingness to try the key and provide us with feedback.
If you are interested in lesting the key, please contact
us, and a version of the key will be provided on CD-
ROM. Once the key has been adequately tested, it will
be posted on the Internet and available through
www.LucidCentral.com.
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