1862
U. S. Department
of Agriculture
established

"Commissioner shall receive

& have charge of all property
of the Agricultural Division of
the Patent Office including
fixtures & property of
Propagating Garden”



In House of Representatives Bill 734.4,
Commissioner of Agriculture was to:

acquire and to diffuse among the people of
the United States useful information on
subjects connected with agriculture in the
most general and comprehensive sense of
the word, and to procure, propagate, and
distribute among the people new and
valuable seeds and plants



Commissioner of Agriculture was to
appoint a:

e Chemist Charles Wetherill
 Entomologist Townend Glover
e Botanist William Saunders

e Statistician Lewis Bolliman
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In 1864, Congress
appropriate more land,
Reservation #2,
to USDA for expanding
US Plant Propagation
Garden.



Government Reservation #2



Civil War military cattle yard
precludes USDA from occupying site







After Civil War - expand
seed propagation &
distribution of crops



1865-1867
Number of cultivars evaluated

>500 fruit 32 sorghum
230 melon 30 bean
120 wheat 18 cabbage

167 rye 17 oat
70 pea 17 hedge
50 grass 14 lettuce

43 potato 13 onion



In 1869, USDA moves
out of Patent Office
Into 1t own building.



Agriculture Building

~






In 1871, Conservatory
constructed to house
tropical economic plants.






Major seed production
not practical on
Reservation #2 due to:

1) Genetic contamination
due to small site size
2) Public access / stealing



Commissioner

Horace Capron

1868

“I would therefore suggest that
the reservation be devoted to the
purpose of forming an Arboretum
Americanum, or grand national
arboretum. Where the unequalled
arboreal wealth of this country may
be collected and planted in
accordance with a strict botanical
system, and at the same time exhibit
the highest degree of landscape
effect.” John W. Stokes

Acting Commissioner



1871 William Saunders designs
American Arboretum
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1873

US Propagation Garden

\l, MOVES

American Arboretum





