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Based on our field observation, we confirm the pres-
ence of Apis andreniformis in the Philippines as indi-
cated by Otis (1991). We found five colonies within
the campus of Palawan National Agricultural
College, Aborlan, Palawan. Among the five colonies
collected, four had aduit bees and brood while one
colony had few adult bees with no brood. '

Morphology of the honey bees from Palawan was
compared with Apis florea collected from Thailand.
Identification was based on colour of the abdomen
and hairs on the hind tibia of worker bees (Wu &
Kuang, 1986, 1987). Worker bees of A. andreni-
formis are generally black in colour with black hairs
on the hind tibia. In contrast, A. florea is red-brown
with white tibial hairs. The wing venation was also
examined. A. andreniformis from the Philippines has
a much larger cubital index than A. florea; the mean
values obtained were 6.01 (n = 4 colonies, 10 worker
bees each) and 2.8 (n = 27 colonies, 10 worker bees
each), respectively. This observation agrees with the
findings of Wongsiri et al. (1990). Unlike A. florea, A.
andreniformis is: (1) highly defensive of its nest and
(2) performs shimmering waves when disturbed.
Both species build a single-comb nest hanging on
trees or bushes.

We did not observe either colonies or foraging bees
of A. florea, which has been reported to be the only
dwarf bee species found on the island (Gabriel,
1981; Ruttner, 1988). Therefore, the presence of A.
florea in Palawan is questionable and reports of A.
florea from the island might have been referring to
A. andreniformis. Bee samples were deposited at
the USDA/ARS, Honey-Bee Breeding, Genetics and
Physiology Research Laboratory, Baton Rouge, LA
70820, USA, for further reference.
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