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SOUTHERN INSECT MANAGEMENT 
RESEARCH UNIT

 The mission of the Southern Insect Management Research 
Unit (SIMRU) it to generate new knowledge of arthropod 
pest biology, ecology and management and integrate this 
knowledge into contemporary farming systems that will 
promote economical and environmentally stable pest 
management practices for the southern U.S.

 The vision of SIMRU is to be a recognized center of 
innovation for negating agricultural pest problem through 
deployed scientific knowledge of pest biology, ecology and 
management options.

Insecticide Resistance Management and New Control 
Strategies for Pests of Corn, Cotton, Sorghum, 

Soybean, and Sweetpotato

PROJECT INVESTIGATORS

 Clint Allen

 Ryan Jackson (Project Leader)

 Randall  Luttrell

 OP Perera

 Gordon Snodgrass

 Yu Cheng Zhu

Control of Tarnished Plant Bugs by Biocontrol and 
Other Methods

PROJECT INVESTIGATORS

 Randall Luttrell

 Maribel Portilla

 Gordon Snodgrass (Project Leader)
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Effect of Resistance on Insect Pest Management in 
Transgenic Cotton

PROJECT INVESTIGATORS

 Clint Allen

 Ryan Jackson

 Randall Luttrell

 OP Perera (Project Leader)
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 Columbus Day is a U.S. holiday that 
commemorates the landing of Christopher 
Columbus in the New World on October 12, 
1492

Roise and Phil

OVER ACHIEVER CLUB

 We would like to take this time to thank all those who 
went the extra mile this fiscal year.

 For their efforts the individuals in this group received a 
spot award during FY2011.
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 Calvin Pierce – Timely, diligent actions that preserved the 
integrity of highly valuable research material

 Gerald Gipson – Outstanding technical assistance in 
characterizing and new strain of the entomopathogenic 
fungus Beauveria bassiana

 Tabatha Ramsey ‐ Outstanding technical assistance in 
characterizing and new strain of the entomopathogenic 
fungus Beauveria bassiana

Padmapriya Chatakondi

Kenya Dixon

Rosie Ford

Lily Luo

Sakinah Parker

Calvin Pierce

OP Perera

Tabatha Ramsey

Chad Roberts

Amanda Walters

Cathy Warren

Sandra West

Essanya Winder

Yu Cheng Zhu

 Donny Adams

 Larry Adams

 Lou Andrews

 Cody Burns

 Corey Douglas

 Owen Houston

 Ryan Jackson

 Christopher Johnson

 Arnell Patterson

 Logan Phillips

 Phil Powell

 Henry Winters

 Kenya Dixon – For superior leadership and 
organization of unit‐wide safety programs and 
research support inventories

 Chris Johnson – For leadership and representation of 
the SIMRU on the Location Modernization and 
Communication Committee

 Les Price – For leadership and service on the Location 
Chemical Inventory Committee
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 Dustin Pickelmann

 Julian Henry

 Logan Phillips

 Sakinah Parker

 For serving as substitute 
IT support while 
SIMRU’s IT Specialist 
was on extended sick 
leave

 For serving as the liaison 
with the Area IT 
department while 
SIMRU’s IT Specialist 
was on extended sick 
leave

 Owen Houston

 Phil Powell

 Donny Adams

 Carlean Horton

 Chris Johnson

 Sakinah Parker

 Kenya Dixon

 Ryan Jackson

 Sandra West

 Yu Cheng Zhu
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 Julian Beamon

 Parker Brocato

 Antia Cain

 Corey Douglas

 D’Anice Dishmon

 Julian Henry

 Nicholas Holmes

 Jesse King

 Tashanika Knight

 David Liang

 Gwen Lee

 Dana May

 Michael McCain

 Flenadia Moore

 Chris Morris

 Emily Mosow

 Breanna Pennington

 Dustin Pickelmann

 Shelby Reister

 Cavishia Roberson

 Chastity Scott

 Thomas Sherman

 Jana Slay

 Latoyia Slay

 Jordan Tullos

 Bailey Tubertini

 Jasmine Warren

 Clint Allen

 Kenya Dixon

 Gerald Gipson

 Ryan Jackson

 Larry Adams

 OP Perera

 Maribel Portilla

 Tabatha Ramsey

 Gordon Snodgrass

 Yu Cheng Zhu

 Cathy Warren – For Mentoring of the new Catfish 
Genetics Program Support Assistant

 Yolanda Harvey – For creativity and assistance in 
compiling video records of STEP student presentations
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Well done to All!!!
The fruit of your labor is 

sweet, 
and SIMRU must say you 

deserve it.
CONGRATS……

FY 2011 
Congratulations

SERVICE AWARDS

Gerald Gipson (40 years)

Dr. Gordon Snodgrass- (25 years)

Kenya Dixon- (10 years)

2011 Mid-South Office Professional of the Year 

Cathy Warren 

.

For outstanding administrative leadership, creative 
information management and encouragement of  a 

professional image within the Southern Insect Management 
Research Unit.  

Tabatha Ramsey
&

Dr. O.P. Perera
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Congrats Clint Allen!!!!

President of the Mississippi Entomological 
Society 

Awarded a $7, 000 grant from the United 
Soybean Board

Dr. Maribel Portilla

 July 2011, Dr. Portilla filled one 
of the vacant Research Entomologist 
positions within the unit.

Congratulations!!!!!!!


