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The mission of the Southern Insect Management Research Unit
(SIMRU) is to generate new knowledge of arthropod pest
biology, ecology and management and integrate this
knowledge into contemporary farming systems that will
promote economical and environmentally stable pest
management practices for the southern U.S.

The vision of SIMRU is to be a recognized center of innovation
for negating agricultural pest problem through deployed
scientific knowledge of pest biology, ecology and management
options.
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"The Boll-feeding Sucking Bug Challenge: Evaluating Pest Risk Locally Regionally”

Dr. Mike Brewer
Assistant Professor-Field Crop Entomology
Texas A&M AgriLife Research
Corpus Christi, TX

Dr. Brewer earned his Ph.D in Entomology from the University of California at Riverside, California. He
received Master's degrees in Applied Statistics and Entomology from Louisiana State University in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. He has a B. S. in Entomology from the University of California at Davis, California and
anA. A. Degree from San Joaquin Delta College in Stockton, California. The focal point of his research is
study of natural enemies, pest and plant interactions in diverse agricultural landscapes.
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Congratulation to Dr. Portilla and her
daughter Manuela Portilla

Manuela placed first and was Best of
Fair at the Regional and State Science
Fair 2013, and received the following
awards:

«Intel International Science and
Engineering Fair 2013 Finalist

*Ricoh sustainable Development award

+Student awards for Geosciences
Excellence (Association for Women
Geoscientists)

+National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration 2013 Taking the Pulse
of the Planet Award

She will be going to Phoenix AZ for the
International Science Fair 2013.
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Special thanks to Tabatha Nelson, Essanya
Winder, June Jones, Sakinah Parker, and
Yolanda Harvey for representing SIMRU
during the Black History program on
February 27, 2013.

Les, June, and Larry
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