
Dr. Deepak Bhatnagar  

The Centerôs Human Relations Committee sponsors the individual special emphasis 

events throughout the year.  We celebrate these together, with the Asian Pacific Heritage 

Month Celebration activities going on in May.  These celebrations fit within our mission 

to help encourage acceptance, respect for diversity and for eliminating discrimination. 

However, our HRCôs activities go much beyond this goal. The large number of  

volunteers from our ranks who serve on various sub-committees educate us about  

different cultures and national backgrounds, and broaden our horizons.  Through the 

Committeeôs work, we have heard inspirational stories about people whose struggles and 

hard work have impacted our world. We also get to discuss contemporary events that 

will shape the future of our planet. At the same time, we meet at these events and get to 

know our colleagues. 

 

HRC activities give us a pleasant break from the daily rigors of research, while allowing 

us to taste delicious cuisine representative of different parts of the world, in the  

comfortable environment of our Center.  Dr. H.N. Cheng has recently joined Dr. Karen 

Bett-Garber in leading the HRC.    

 

I thank all our industrious volunteers that make this happen for us. In working together, 

we are better. 
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Asian Pacific American Heritage Celebration 
Submitted by: H.N. Cheng 
 

New Member of New Orleans City Council Visits SRRC 
 

On May 1, Cyndi Nguyen, the first Asian American elected to New Orleans City Council, visited SRRC 

and gave a stimulating and informative talk entitled, ñCommitment, Connectivity, and Community.ò    
 

In her talk, she traced her career from an immigrant to a community leader, while raising six children in 

New Orleans East.  She and her parents left Vietnam when she was 5 years old and settled in New Orleans. 

She went to school in Texas and Iowa, getting her B.A. degree in social work and coming back to New  

Orleans in 1998. In 2001, she co-founded Vietnamese Initiatives in Economic Training (VIET), the first 

nonprofit organization in Louisiana to focus on the needs of non-English-speaking communities. Since 

then, she has also been very engaged in numerous community activities and was selected as a W.K.  

Kellogg Foundation (WKKF) Community Leadership Network fellow from 2013-2016.  In late 2017, she 

ran for the City Council and defeated the incumbent (59% vs. 41%), thereby becoming New Orleansô first 

Asian American City Council member.  Throughout her career, she indicated her love for people, and her  

commitment to improve the community, establish connectivity, and revitalize the city.  She indicated a 

number of areas where she would like to work on in the City Council, including economic development, 

improved city governance, usage of empty land, and child development programs.  She showed  

considerable interest in the work being done at SRRC.  
 

After her talk, she answered several questions from the audience and actually stayed 15 minutes longer than 

anticipated to listen to attendees.   Cake, cookies, coffee and soft drinks were enjoyed by over 60 people 

attending the event. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The APAH lunch will be held on Thursday, May 24th with sandwiches supplied from Dong 

Phuong Bakery.  Mr. Pan Luo, an accomplished local musician, will speak and provide a 

demonstration of Chinese instrumental music, ñHighlights of Traditional Chinese  

Instrumental Musicò. 
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  Events and Observances (cont.) 
Earth Day 2018 

Submitted by: Cathy Mason 
 

We held our 2018 Earth Day Celebration on Monday, April 23.  We started the day with a very enlightening 

seminar by Meriam Belblidia, co-founder and CEO of Water Works, NOLA.  Miriam is a Certified       

Floodplain Manager (CFM) with extensive experience in flood mitigation, storm water management,       

National Flood Insurance Program, hazard mitigation flooding and planning.  Her seminar covered many of 

her companyôs projects and also gave many solutions that can be utilized by local homeowners to improve 

storm water drainage.  The talk was well received by our employees and generated much conversation    

concerning rain gardens, rain barrels and permeable driveways and walkways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The seminar was followed by our annual Plant and Book Swap.  Every year, as we are preparing our own 

home gardens, we start extra plants to share with our co-workers.  This event is always well attended by our 

SRRC personnel.  We also expanded the Swap to include books and magazines; a way to clean out our book 

piles while sharing our favorite articles and authors. 
   
This yearôs Earth Day theme was End Plastic Pollution.  SRRC has a very active Recycling Committee,  

recycling plastic, paper, cardboard and aluminum.   Rather than focusing on our plastic recycling, we     

highlighted the effect of plastic in the environment through our SRRC Event bulletin board.  This also     

included information about several family-friendly Earth Day events around New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 
 

Additional resources are displayed in the Library and can also be found at: 

Water Wise NOLA 

Groundwork New Orleans 

Urban Water Plan 

 

 

Submitted by: Jocelyn Mack 

 

On May 17, our Aetna and GEHA representatives will make a visit as part of Public Service Recognition 

Week.  During Public Service Recognition Week, they plan to honor all federal employees and military 

personnel who devote their lives to a stronger America.  They will make this visit to say ñThank Youò to 

the SRRC employees. The time for this event is 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the Directorôs Conference 

Room. 

Human Resources Corner 
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  Events and Observances (cont.) 

Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work Day 2018 
Submitted by: Darlene Downey and Chris Mattison 

 

The SRRC held its annual Take Our Daughters & Sons to Work Day on Friday April 20th.  The 2018 

theme was ñAgents of Positive Changeò.  The day was a resounding success and many happy faces were 

seen by all.  There were 23 student visitors that attended the event.  The day started with a continental 

breakfast and introductions to the Center and the dayôs activities.  Dr. Deepak Bhatnagar, the Center     

Director, introduced the students to the scientific method and the research ongoing in the SRRC building.  

Ms. Shannon Beltz presented the students with notes on how to remain safe while in the building and in 

the labs during their visit.  

 

The students observed five tour stops, including a visit to the vintage lab to observe scientific equipment 

dating back to the 1940ôs, use of polymers to make slime, study of phase changes using liquid nitrogen to 

make ice cream, production of butter and aroma identification, microscopic characterization of insects, 

and inspection of microbiological contamination of sugar cane.  After lunch there was an intellectually 

stimulating game of ñMinute-To-Win-Itò.  After the game, we had a visit from the AquaVan from the 

Aquarium of the Americas (part of the Audubon Nature Institute), where the students learned about       

animals that live in and around the state of Louisiana.   

 

Over 50 SRRC personnel helped with various events of the day, and we extend our heartfelt thanks to all 

who volunteered.  We received a great deal of positive feed-back and a real appreciation for everyone who 

helped make the day a memorable experience.  We are already looking forward to next year.   

 

 

 


