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The EMS Committee met on December 8, 2005 at 11:00 AM in the CPMRU Conference Room.  T. Snipes, K. Marchant, T. Strickland, J. Merriman, L. Lewis, and L. Marshall were the committee members in attendance.

Since our last meeting in November, Patty and Tamara worked together standardize our recycling policies.  New drop off locations for glass, plastic, paper, and cardboard have been established around the Location. Bert Crowe, Recycling Superintendent for the City of Tifton, was here this morning to see the new sites in order to incorporate them into his pickup route.  He also delivered several paper recycling bins to Tom Maze.  The recycling bins are free to us and should be utilized as needed.  Two recycling flyers have been created to address our new policies.  The flyers have been sent to all employees.
There was another EMS Coordinator conference call on December 1, 2005.  Each location was to report on the status of the USDA-ARS-SAA EMS Self-Declaration Checklist.  There were a few minor items that had to be addressed in order comply with everything on the checklist.  A New Employee Training Procedure was developed to ensure proper EMS training of new employees.  An EMS binder was given to each Unit and the USDA Administrative office with directions on the training procedures.  Also, the EMS FY06 goals had to be prioritized, assigned a proposed completion date, and endorsed by the Location Coordinator.  As a result of completing these things, we are able to answer yes to each question on the Checklist.
The next big EMS project will begin early next year with the development of the EMS webpage.  The webpage will give all employees access to EMS documents and procedures. Any input from committee members or other staff will be both welcomed and appreciated.

The next meeting of the Location EMS Committee will be scheduled tentatively for early March 2006.  
[image: image2.png]



South Atlantic Area, Crop Protection and Management Research Unit

P.O. Box 748, Tifton, GA   31793-0748

Voice: 229-387-2344  Fax: 229-387-2321  E‑mail: tamara@tifton.usda.gov

An Equal Opportunity Employer


[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]