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Subject:
Minutes of the Environmental Management System Committee Meeting on August 24, 2005 


To:
Location EMS Committee Members



Research Leaders


From:
Tamara Snipes, Chemist/EMS Coordinator

The EMS Committee met on August 24, 2005 at 11:00 AM in the CPMRU Conference Room.  T. Snipes, T. Hendricks, K. Marchant, T. Strickland, and T. Maze were the committee members in attendance.

An email was sent to all employees with instructions on how to complete the required EMS training.  After completing the training, each employee will send a copy of the training certificate to T. Snipes to archive.  Training should be completed by September 30, 2005.
T. Hendricks gave the committee an update on the universal waste shipment that will go out next week.  It was recommended that exact poundage be noted for specific categories of items shipped (i.e. lamps, batteries, office equipment, etc.).
T. Maze reminded us that an EMS Coding System will need to be established in order to track purchases associated with EMS in the CATS system.  Tracking EMS related purchases will allow us to establish needed baseline data in certain areas. He presented a draft Coding System for committee members to review.  Any changes will be made after further review.  No date is set yet for implementing the Coding System.
T. Snipes completed the list of Activities/Aspects/Impacts with Ranking. The final document was created from input given by committee members.  In cases where the ranking was different among committee members, the general consensus was given as the final rank of the Impact.
There were six goals proposed for the FY06 year: 

1)  Develop an EMS Coding System for tracking EMS related purchases allowing baseline data to be established.  A baseline is needed in order to show improvement in the upcoming years.
2)  Develop baseline data for Hazardous Waste.  We will be able to show improvements here as much has been done in recent years to rid the Location of unnecessary chemicals and pesticides.

3)  Complete the Pesticide Operating Procedure that applies to field research.  T. Hendricks is currently working on finalizing this document.

4)  Document our Universal Waste procedures and start tracking shipments.
5)  Train all employees on EMS.

6)  Standardize solid waste recycling procedures for all USDA facilities.

The next meeting of the Location EMS Committee is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, October 5, 2005 at 11 AM in the CPMRU conference room.  An email will be sent out to confirm this date.
[image: image2.png]



South Atlantic Area, Crop Protection and Management Research Unit

P.O. Box 748, Tifton, GA   31793-0748

Voice: 229-387-2344  Fax: 229-387-2321  E‑mail: tamara@tifton.usda.gov

An Equal Opportunity Employer


[image: image1.png][image: image2.png]