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Henry R. Hermann has once again edited

another excellent work in his line of mul-

tiauthored books on social insects. This
" book is another example of the kind of
:j . quality work we have come to expect from
i Hermann. I sometimes wonder when he
“" * finds time to do his own research. it
ng After an introductory chapter on defen-
sive mechanisms, we are treated to suc-
cessive chapters on defensive mecha-
j nisms in Polistes wasps, vespine wz.isps,
l. ants, and termites. The final chapter is an
|
#

excellent discourse on the evolution of
the sting apparatus of Aculeate Hymenop-;
tera. Each of the authors is actively en-'
gaged in research in the subject, and,

much of the research presented remains
unpublished. Many interesting unan-
swered questions and future research top-
ics are presented to indicate subject areas
needing work.

Although ca. 25% of the pictures are
dark, this is a minor complaint when com- j-
pared with the large amount of informa- £’
tion synthesized and presented in this |
volume. Additionally, each chapter con-
tains an up-to-date list of references. The
chapter on ants presents a table listing the
subfamilies, genera, and species men- :
tioned; it is not a survey of ant systematics
as stated in the text.

This book will be of interest to ento-
mologists and ethologists in general in
addition to those interested specifically in
social insects. Graduate students will find
it a good starting point to search the re-
cent literature. All colleges and universi-
ties having programs in Entomology or
Behavior should have this book in their
libraries.
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