Why control
invasive plants?

Without control our natural areas that
Iook Ilke thls...

Invasive plants cause
serious problems

Invasive plants are non-native species that
cause environmental and economic harm

- Cost nearly $80M taxpayer dollars in 2005
- Diminish plant, insect, & animal diversity
in Florida’s native ecosystems

- Contribute to major storm flooding

- Create breeding grounds for mosquitoes

- Reduce access to and recreational uses
of natural areas

- Increase risk and severity of forest fires

Data from “INVASIVE PLANTS IN STATE PARKS” , UF/IFAS Center
for Aquatic and Invaslve Plants http://plants.ifas. ufledus
publications/inva, -plants-in-state-parks; A d 1/20/16

How you can help!

Volunteer

We are looking for individuals or groups to help
us install, mulch, weed, and otherwise maintain
our plots. E-mail us or call and we will contact you
about volunteering.

Donate Plants

If you have uncommon native plants or seeds you
would be willing to share or information on where
we can attain these at discount let us know!

Spread the Word

Let your friends, schools, and other local organi-
zations know about the problems invasive plants
cause. Encourage the planting of native plants,
which are available at many locally owned
nurseries here in South Florida!

Project Contact: Eileen Pokorny
Email: eileen.pokorny@ars.usda.gov
Phone: (954) 475-6575
Hours:
9am - 4pm

Invasive Plant Research Laboratory

3225 College Ave.

Fort Lauderdale FL 33314
www.ars.usda.gov/southeast-area/fort-lauderdale-fl/iprl/
docs/kind-garden/

Many thanks to all our project
contributors!
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What is K.I.N.D.?

The Keep It Native Demonstration (K.I.N.D.) is a series of gardens that compare the differences between a variety of
pristine native Florida habitats with habitats dominated by invasive plants.

Samples of K.I.N.D. habitats

The Purpose of K.LN.D. 5% & A NN

- Educational tours for schools and
other public groups

- Reduce expenses by growing
plants for research instead of pur-

chasing Native RIBntES

- Rearing biological control
insects for study and release

- Research of biological control in-
sects on invasive plants

-Providing food and shelter for na-
tive animals, birds, and insects

-Preservation of uncommon tur%'é‘)capc.
native plant species 2017 Emerald Award Winner

Davie

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Keep It Native Demonstration

What is Biological Control?

Biological control reunites natural insect
predators with the exotic invasive
plants they feed on.

Insects are collected and studied in the
invasive plant’s country of origin. Pre-
studies are done to identify prime can-
didates. The most suitable insects are
then shipped to the US and further stud-
ied in quarantine to determine if they
feed or reproduce on native or crop
plants.

Tests are very strict: if an insect feeds on
anything other than the target plant it is
eliminated. If it passes all tests a peti-
tion for release is reviewed by a board
of scientists. These scientists may re-
quest additional tests or grant permis-
sion for release if they feel the insect
poses no threat.

Please enjoy our Florida habitats mural painted by

students of Artist Tom De Vita.




