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Area:  Mid South Area

Current Members:
Lynda Taylor, Senior Chair, Stoneville, MS
Kelli Greene, Junior Chair, Lexington, KY
Virginia Kelley, Recorder, Stoneville, MS

Sydney Beaumont, New Orleans, LA
Althea Hunt, New Orleans, LA

Peggy Tubertini, Oxford, MS
Dawn Reed, New Orleans, LA

Marlene Coley, Sponsor’s Assistant, Stoneville, MS
Ann McGee, Ex-Officio Member, Stoneville, MS
Drusilla Fratesi, Technical Advisor, Stoneville, MS

Ginger Carden, Mississippi State, MS

Deborah Brennan, MSACOP Sponsor, Associate Area Director, Stoneville, MS until January
Archie Tucker, MSACOP Sponsor, Deputy Area Director, Stoneville, MS replacing Dr. Brennan

Accomplishments for June 2009 to May 2010:
The Mid South Area Council for Office Professionals held their annual meeting April 22, 2009, at the National Biological Control Laboratory in Stoneville, MS.  The Charter was revised and approved by all Council members.  During the year MSACOP information posters and brochures were updated and distributed to each location for display.  The MSA Council’s website (http://msa.ars.usda.gov/osp) and the MSAOP SharePoint site are being revamped.  This major undertaking should be completed soon.  Specific goals and related accomplishments for the year included:

1. 
Through the Advocacy Committee, the Council continued to work on comparison of GS-303 and other series to identifying the differences and duties that are shared in the other series. They looked at how this position may/will evolve in the near future, especially with an upcoming focus on writing and handling grants.

2. 
Permission was requested for New Council members to attend and participate in the New SY Training. Permission was granted and the two newest members attended.  At the Council’s annual meeting in May 2010, the two members who participated in the training, along with two Council members who work in the Area Office, distributed a copy of the manual to each Council member and gave a brief overview of the training that is provided to new scientists.
3.  
For training offered by the Council, the Mid South Area SYs were encouraged to attend as well as Office Professionals.  An invitation was sent to all Scientists and all Office Professionals to participate.  At larger locations rooms were committed where groups could gather to participate in the Webinar.  According to the sign-in sheets both SYs and OPs attended.
4. 
Mid South Area Office Professional 2009 Training Workshop was held November 4-5, 2009, Gulfport, MS at Courtyard by Marriott.  Attendance was at 90%+ of the eligible Office Professionals.  Information was presented from the OP’s perspective by both Office Professionals and individuals from the Area Office Staff.  The training was successful, with at least 75% of the evaluations completed indicating favorable comments.

5. 
Two vacancies were filled for the term beginning June 2011 with plans to re-evaluate Council numbers at the Annual Meeting.
Goals set for June 2010 to May, 2011:
1.  Fill vacancies for 2011-2012.
2.  Plan and execute a Round Table discussion with Research Leader and Administrative 


Officer representatives (November 2010 at Stoneville, MS)
3.  Evaluate and determine future action from Round Table Discussion
4.  Establish committee for pre-planning of the 2011 Office Professional Training


Workshop  
5.  Promote recognition of Office Professionals

Office Professionals of the Year:
GS-06 and above

Telecia Burton, Program Assistant
Water Quality & Ecology Research Unit

Oxford, MS

GS-05 and below

Peggy Tubertini, Office Automation Assistant

Natural Products Utilization Research Unit

Oxford, MS
