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Science fiction titles “Jurassic Sex” or
“Attraction By a 50-Foot Female” might
capture the flavor of love in phengodid
beetles. Males fight to the death (c) for a
chance to mate with enormously larger
females (b). Drawing by John Randall from
a book published by Academic Press.

A male Phengodes nigromaculata, attracted
by a perfume (pheromone) and flying above
an adult female would see this patern of
“landing strip” lights upon her back and sides.
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