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Livestock In The U.S.

10/3/18 U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center

ÑEmploys 1.6 million people

Ñ$31.8 billion in exports

ÑRecycle 43.2 billion kg of 

human-inedible by-products of 

food, fiber, & biofuel

ÑAdhesives, ceramics, 

cosmetics, fertilizer, 

germicides, textiles, ointments, 

heart valves, etc.

ÑConvert resources that people 

cannot use into things we can.



Livestock In The News
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Huang et al. (2012)  Annals Nutr. & Metab. 60:233-240

Livestock pollute water & air, erode land, cause deforestation, 

are inefficient, compete with people for food & wateré.
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What would U.S. food supply, 

meeting U.S. nutrient requirements, 

and green house gas production look 

like if we removed farmed animals?

Modelled with freely available data, No outside funding.

U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center White and Hall, 2017
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Land

Millions of acres:

- 56.2 tillable for 

animals

- Reallocated to 

89 crops

- 1.76 added fruits 

& veg

- 4.4 acres horses

- 415.3 nontillable

pasture or range

U.S. Population

- 316 million people

- 36 nutrients

- Requirements 1 year

Food

- 26 animal, 89 plant

- All crops except 

seeds, industrial 

use, & aflatoxin corn

- Max edible portion

- Nutrients only from 

foods

- Least cost diets to 

meet needs

69.9 dogs

74.1 cats

8.3 birds

89.4 other

10.2 horses

Rendered products

Protein 727.5 K tons

Fats 143.3 K tons


