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A peek inside a dairy cow
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From Coarse Feed
to Smooth Milk

Cows and other ruminants have very
different digestive systems compared to
people; their rumens allow them to digest
coarse feeds like grass and hay. Lucky for
us, dairy cows are very efficient at using
this feed to produce creamy milk.

imlkduct |

alveoli

vessels

gland cistern

teat canal teat cistern

eS-
U.S. Dairy Forage Research Center/USDA-Agricultural Research Service p\l‘pos
1925 Linden Dr., Madison, WI 53706 __ (608)890-0050 __ lori.bocher@ars.usda.gov
To download for printing: www.ars.usda.gov/mwa/madison/dfrc
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.



