
Fourth Annual Bill Yamazaki Student Poster Competition 
Soft Wheat Cereal Science  First Prize - $100 

 
The USDA-ARS Soft Wheat Quality Laboratory is hosting a student poster competition as part of the 61st  Annual 
SWQL Research Review to be held March 3, 2015.  
 
Eligibility: Currently enrolled or recently graduated (2013) undergraduate and graduate students. 
 
Posters will be displayed at the 61st Soft Wheat Quality Research Review, Indianapolis, Indiana. Students will present 
a brief synopsis of their research during the meeting and posters will be judged based on scientific merit, research 
quality, and presentation.  
 
Complete the registration form and include your poster title and abstract, registration fee is waived for students 
presenting posters.  
 
Posters should address original research in soft wheat milling and baking quality including studies in cereal 
chemistry, engineering, food technology, agronomy, nutrition and genetics to improve soft wheat quality.  
 
Title submissions should be e-mailed with the meeting registration by February 27 to Diane Perry:   
diane.perry@ars.usda.gov. 
 
The competition seeks to foster the careful scholarship and broad knowledge of the food and agricultural industry that 
characterized Dr. Yamazaki’s career.  The award is named for Dr. William Yamazaki, Agricultural Research Service 
Scientist and former Director of the Soft Wheat Quality Laboratory.  See the abbreviated biography of Dr. Yamazaki’s 
professional life below. 
 

Bill Yamazaki, Director Soft Wheat Quality Laboratory, 1962-1981 
Bill Yamazaki (1917-2010) studied at the University of California, Berkeley (B.S., 1939 and M.S., 1941) and The Ohio State 
University (PhD. 1950). He worked briefly as a wine chemist in Berkeley but was evacuated with other Japanese/American 
citizens from the West Coast following the outbreak of World War II to an internment camp in Topaz, Utah. Through the 
efforts of the War Relocation Authority, he found a position as technologist with the USDA Soft Wheat Quality Laboratory in 
Wooster in 1944. He conducted research there and became director of the laboratory in 1962, a position he held until his 
retirement in 1981. He published more than 50 refereed research articles in Cereal Chemistry and Agronomy Journal and 
edited two books. He traveled to Pakistan and Egypt as a member of technical aid programs of University consortiums.  
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