Contact Information

To learn more about how your organization can
enter into a Partnership Intermediary Agreement
with ARS, please contact the ARS Office of
Technology Transfer:

Richard J. Brenner, Assistant Administrator
USDA, ARS Office of Technology Transfer
5601 Sunnyside Ave., Rm. 4-1156
Beltsville, MD 20705

Phone: 301-504-6905

Fax: 301-504-5060
rick.brenner@ars.usda.gov

Tara T. Weaver-Missick, Head of Marketing
USDA, ARS Office of Technology Transfer
5601 Sunnyside Ave., Rm. 4-1172
Beltsville, MD 20705

Phone: 301-504-6965

Fax: 301-504-5060
tara.weavermissick@ars.usda.gov

Additional Information
The ARS Office of Technology Transfer (OTT)

administers USDA'’s technology licensing program.

To learn more about ARS research partnering and
licensing opportunities, or to receive “Technology
Alerts” (e-mail notification of ARS partnering
opportunities), contact the ARS-OTT Marketing
Staff or visit the ARS Website (select “Partnering”
from the menu on the left):

WWW.ARS.USDA.GOV

ARS Mission

The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) conducts
research to develop and transfer solutions to agricul-
tural problems of high national importance and
provides information access and dissemination to:

e ensure high-quality, safe food and other
agricultural products,

e assess the nutritional needs of Americans,
e sustain a competitive agricultural economy,

e enhance the natural resource base and the
environment, and

e provide economic opportunities for rural
citizens, communities, and society as a whole.

USDA Mission

The United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family
status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at
202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9401 or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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What is a Partnership Intermediary
Agreement (PIA)?

PIAs allow federal research agencies to enter into an
agreement with a non-profit organization
(partnership intermediary) to assist the federal
agency with its technology transfer efforts.

The partnership intermediary’s services complement
those of the federal laboratory and increase the
likelihood of success in conducting cooperative or
joint activities between the federal agency and a
partnering organization (businesses, universities, or
other federal agencies).

These agreements can help strengthen state and
national economic development and help U.S.
businesses compete globally in the marketplace.

The ARS Office of Technology Transfer (OTT)
facilitates and manages PIA agreements for USDA.

What's in it for the Partnering
Organization?

PIAs give the partnering organization access to more
than 2,000 ARS researchers located at more than 100
research facilities nationwide—including four state-of-
the-art pilot plants located in California, Illinois,
Louisiana, and Pennsylvania. The partnering
organization becomes part of our Agricultural Tech-
nology Innovation Partnership (ATIP). Any business
that enters into an agreement with ARS resulting
from a PIA partnership becomes an ATIP affiliate.
ATIP is a forum created and managed by ARS-OTT
that fosters interactions between businesses,
universities, and ARS professionals nationwide.

What's in it for Businesses?

Through the partnering organization, businesses gain:

e marketing assessments and business plan
development assistance,

e identification of funding source (state funds, angel
investments, venture capital, and SBIR and other
federal grants),

e early notification of “ARS Technology Showcase”
events,

e access to facilities, equipment and research
expertise through formal agreements, and

e assistance in matching USDA technologies with
business needs.

What’s in it for ARS?

The partnering organization offers many bene-
fits to ARS researchers, including:

e identifying potential research partners and
licensees,

e increasing access to a variety of businesses,

e providing industry perspective on ARS
technologies,

e increasing the likelihood of impact from
research outcomes,

e identifying potential funding sources for
research scientists, and

e expanding customer and stakeholder inter-
actions with the private sector and other
federal agencies, e.g., food safety and envi-
ronmental agencies.




