Prominent Issues
Often ARS scientific manuscripts report research findings and interpretations related to hot topic and/or other special interest topics that are prominently visible to the general public, agricultural, and/or scientific communities. Such topics can become prominent issues. However, not every manuscript on such topics may be a prominent issue.
There are five designations on the ARS-115 for Prominent Issues:
· Potential to Attract Media Attention
· Represents a Significant Scientific Advancement*
· Significantly Affect Existing or Future USDA Policy
· Potential Trade Implications
· Other (description required)
*Represents a Significant Advancement: An advancement that will draw broad, robust attention to the project because of its scientific merit and/or because it changes the way we think about policy or government actions. It is not dependent on where it is published, but more importantly, what is being published.
If the ARS-115 relates to any one of these prominent issue designations or multiple designations, the box next to the respective designation should be checked. More than one box can be checked.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If any of these designations are marked, the ARS-115 with then automatically be indicated as “Prominent Issues” and will be designated as such on the Signature page and will be sent to the Area for approval and ONP for approval of the Prominent Issue designation. It is the responsibility of all management levels to indicate if the manuscript falls into any of these categories.
