
REPRESENTING ONTARIO WHEAT PRODUCERS BY PROVIDING STRATEGIC 
LEADERSHIP INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE AND IMPROVE ONTARIO WHEAT

Wheat Quality in Ontario

Peter Tuinema

Ontario Wheat Producers’ Marketing Board

55th Annual Soft Wheat Quality Laboratory Research 
Review

March 12th, 2008

Wooster OH.



REPRESENTING ONTARIO WHEAT PRODUCERS BY PROVIDING STRATEGIC 
LEADERSHIP INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE AND IMPROVE ONTARIO WHEAT

Topics

• Introduction of who I am and my role in Ontario wheat.
• Overview of Ontario Wheat industry

– # of producers, types of wheat, acres, yield and markets.
• Quality Management

– Variety selection and registration system in Ontario and how it effects 
quality. (milling traits)

– Managing weather related quality risks
• Questions?
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Manager Programs and Policy
– Manage the buying and selling of OWPMB wheat
– Manage Policy Development and Government 

Relations for OWPMB
Chair, Ontario Cereal Crops Committee

– Industry Committee that recommends varieties for 
registration.

– Give input to industry/government on cereal 
related issues
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Pigs will fly before we see $10 wheat!!!
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Producers are seeing value in growing 
wheat in Ontario

• 14,000 Ontario producers grow wheat in rotation
– 65% SRW, 15% HRW, 10% SWW, 10% HRS

• 700,000 tonnes of wheat is used by the domestic flour, feed and seed 
industries

• 200,000 tonnes of wheat is exported to the nearby US
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10 Years of Diversity

• Transition from predominantly SWW to 65% SRW has put us in a more effective export 
position

• Variety innovation has resulted in competitive hard wheat varieties for the domestic 
market

• Ontario wheat was 10% of all Canadian wheat exports in 2006



REPRESENTING ONTARIO WHEAT PRODUCERS BY PROVIDING STRATEGIC 
LEADERSHIP INITIATIVES THAT PROMOTE AND IMPROVE ONTARIO WHEAT

Ontario Winter Wheat Yield 1981-2007
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Markets - Ontario

• Soft White Winter
– Cereal, cakes cookies.

• Soft Red Winter
– Cakes, cookies, crackers

• Hard Red Winter
– Crackers, breadings, coatings, flat breads, blends.

• Hard Red Spring
– Flat breads, pizza, pan breads, specialty breads.
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Markets – Nearby U.S.A.

• SWW
– Cereal, Michigan, Buffalo

• HRW
– Toledo

• SRW
– Toledo
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Overseas Markets

• SRW
– SRW is the major wheat exported from Ontario.
– Competitive with U.S. Great Lakes and Gulf of Mexico for 

sales east of North America
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Quality Management

• Variety selection and registration system in 
Ontario 
– All varieties must be recommended for registration by the 

Ontario Cereal Crop Committee. (OCCC)

– OCCC has representation from entire industry.

– Criteria for registration includes, quality, agronomic and 
disease factors.
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Quality Management

• Variety selection and registration system in 
Ontario (cont’d)
– Disease factors include some resistance to fusarium.

– Quality factors are based on a wide range of functionality 
traits.

– Cultivars are compared to a check variety.  Must have similar 
qualities or can not be registered.
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Quality Management

Managing weather related quality risks
– Sprouting, mildew, etc.

• Spreading the harvest load with classes and maturity.
• Harvesting damp/early. ($3 / Bus. versus $10 / bus.)
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Quality Management

Managing weather related quality risks
– Fusarium damage

• Variety selection
– Spreading the risk with classes and maturity
– Using resistant varieties
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Quality Management

Managing weather related quality risks
– Fusarium damage

– Use of fungicides along with weather models
– Folicur, Proline.
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www.weatherinnovations.com
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Questions?
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