Steps to perform before developing an ALMANAC test dataset
You must have on your system a soils file downloaded from the NRCS web soil survey. To do this you must know what state and county you want to run your simulation in. 
Other information you will need to know to run ALMANAC:

LAT and LONG of your site (can find this with Goggle Earth or Wikipedia).
Soil series name (if you want a particular soil and not the one that comes up from the latitude and longitude location)
Once you know the county where your simulation site is located, follow the steps listed below to download the soils file:

1. Go to: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
2. Click the green button “Start WSS”

3. Click “Download Soils Data” Tab

4. Click Soil Survey Area (SSURGO) 

3. Select your state

3. Select your county

4. Select survey area (usually there will only be one to select) by clicking “Download Link”

4. When a pop-up window opens asking to open or save, save the file to your computer. 
5. After you have saved the zip folder, you need to unzip it. Right click “Extract All”. Now is a good time to move it somewhere more memorable on your computer and rename it if you desire. For example, placing your folder within C:\ALMANAC Soils\ will be easy to find. Click “Extract” and you are ready to begin ALMANAC simulations. 
