Steps to perform before developing an ALMANAC test dataset
You must have on your system a soils file downloaded from the NRCS soildatamart on the web.  To do this you must know what state and county you want to run your simulation in. 
      Other information you will need to know to run ALMANAC:

                        LAT and LONG of your site (can find this with Goggle Earth or Wikipedia).
                        Soil series name (if you want a particular soil and not the one that comes up from the lat                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                     And long location)
Once you know what county where your simulation site is located, then follow the following steps to download the soils file:

1. Go to: http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/
2. Select your state

3. Select your county

4. Select survey area (usually there will only be one to select)

4. Click “download data”

5. For this screen, you will only need to change the coordinate system, choose: Geographic coordinate system  (you may need to scroll up to see this option)
    The other options should be the default:

                  Tabular and spatial data

                  Arcview  Shapefile format

                  Access 2002 database template
 Enter your email address
6. Submit Request for data

7. Download when you receive an email that it is ready. 
8. Unzip the file in any directory: file name will be in this format: soil_stnnn.zip
