Incorporatlng Soil Dynamlcs mto
Ecologlc:al Site Descrlptlons
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Soll Impacts

Fresh sediment addition and fine stratification common
Clay and gravel lenses affect vertical and lateral flow

Sediment may be from stream flow deposits or upland
slope wash

Soill partlcle size reflect the energy (velocity) of
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Soll Map Reliability

Solils in riparian settings (level, near water) often
dramatically manipulated by man for agricultural
production over centuries of time

Do not expect soil maps to reflect the full variability of
conditions, nor be site specific

Look for special features/spot symbols to reflect areas of
observed deviation from named soll

Read between the lines on soil reports and descriptions
Look for small topographic changes
— terrace vs. flood plain vs. active channel

Soils in riparian zones reflect changes in upland

conditions (sediment deposition, scouring, and changes
In particle sizes)

Get support from soil scientist
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