It is time for another New Mexico Ecological Site Description (ESD) Core Group meeting.

You are receiving this e-mail because you have participated in this group in the past.

Attached are the meeting minutes from the last Core Group meeting in 2005.

At this time May 31st is scheduled with the Jornada Experimental Range at their facility on the campus of NMSU.  The meeting will begin at 10am in the second floor library. We will enjoy a lunch provided by our hosts and wrap up by 2pm.

The general format of the meeting is;

Introductions

Status reports from all parties interested in ESD development and use

Review and revision of the business plan (Will be provided in a separate e-mail)

New business for the Core Group

Adjourn

Please reply to me if you can attend or if not can you send an alternate?

If questions please call me at 505-761-4488.

JET

Those present:


John Tunberg, - State Range Conservationist-NRCS


Jeff Herrick – Jornada Exp. Range Soil Scientist


Bernie Chavez – State Range Conservationist-BLM


Joel Brown - Jornada Exp. Range-NRCS


Kris Havstad - Jornada Exp. Range


Gilbert Borego – State Land Office


Noe Gonzales – BLM


Kenneth Scheffe –State Soil Scientist-NRCS


Wayne Robbie – USFS Soil Scientist Region 3


Judith Dyess – USFS Range Cons. Region 3

Brandon Bestelmeyer - Jornada Exp. Range

The ESD core group meets on average 1 time per year, typically in June. 

Meeting was convened at 10am at Wooten Hall, NMSU Las Cruces, NM.

John T. opened the meeting by asking that the members present go around the table and report on agency progress, usage and concerns of ESD in NM. 

John T - NRCS reported that NRCS-NM reorganized the ESD development process to increase speed and accuracy. The three soil survey range conservationists now have responsibilities as main developers of ESD in assigned Common Resource Areas (CRA) around the state. Those individuals are Christine Bishop in Santa Fe, David Trujillo in Las Cruces and Michael Carponelli in Grants. Those individuals are working with the area range conservationists for certifying the ESD write ups. They are reviewing and certifying for approval ESD that were entered into the NRCS web site called ESIS http://esis.sc.egov.usda.gov/ over the last few months. There are now 284 ESD in the NM-NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. Half of them have state and transition models attached to them. 150 ESD are entered into ESIS as of today. They are being approved and turned on for public viewing ASAP. The power of placing our ESD into ESIS is the link to web soil survey http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/ and the interpretations that can be generated from that joined data set.
John said a contract has been let in Texas for S and T model development for MLRA 77C. The contractor will be completing all the Texas and the NM sites within a year. Texas and NM NRCS are working on another contract for S and T development in MLRA 77B.
Wayne Robbie and Judith Dyess – USFS- Wayne said that to this point FS has been a passive partner in ESAD development. The most notable ESD related effort has been the joint SSA and TEUI inventory conducted on the Valles caldera property. He indicated that ESD development facilitated site selection for TEUI inventory. Opportunity was taken to work with Charles Hibner and Christine Bishop and use their expertise to better understand ESD concepts. Now the FS will be concentrating on beginning ESD development in higher elevation areas and working down slope. In this way a better join with the concepts used by NRCS can be achieved. Photo interpretation and geospatial technology are used to facilitate progress. 
Jeff Dienvided of the Custer NF is a member of the national workgroup that is charged with developing a joint ESD manual for FS-BLM-NRCS. Wayne is in communication with him about that effort.  On September 23rd there will be a meeting at the Jornada of the interagency group. A deadline of the end of the fiscal year has been set to get a revision of FS plans and characterize ??? 

Nature Conservancy is the contractor to automate S and T model development. Calling it a vegetation dynamic development tool. It will take into account historic and current conditions and dominance and type class for existing vegetation. This is parallel to cover types.  This is an adjunct to the national vegetation classification system. In September 2005 a TEUI technical guide was distributed that is appropriate for use at the landscape and land unit scales.
Wayne said he participated at the ESD “How To” symposium at the Jornada last November. Wayne and Judith proposed we make an action item in the plan of work to hold additional ESD sessions in NM that would “reach out” to other users of ESD data. Wayne said the workshops would be to compare and contrast other approaches to ESD and their appropriate uses.
Noe Gonzales of BLM said he had completed 2 ESD on woodlands in Catron county and they are posted to the NRCS-ESD website. They cover the rolling elevated plains and the basalt cap country. These range from true woodland to open savanna. He said the first 2 were in MLRA 35 and now he is working in MLRA 39.  Noe said the 3rd is in draft. It covers the hills and mesa tops with 1 seed juniper and alligator juniper. It will stress the role of fire and its role of altering dominance on the site.  Noe sees MLRA 39 as a transition zone between the true forest and the PJ. It is difficult to define. The next ESD will be the true forest zone and will be aspect driven. There are multiple sites on similar soils to sample. 
Historic Range of Variability (HRV) for PJ would contribute to Noe’s site development process. Peter Folette and Dave Kaufman at NAU are doing site sampling. Final draft on PJ HRV is due May 31. 

Bernie Chavez of BLM said they are keeping up with livestock inventory. They are looking to post their range health assessments on line ASAP. Bernie asked that NRCS place a priority on completion of the ESD and ESD and soils correlation in Prairie chicken country (CP-2). It will help them inform some critical management decisions. Bernie said that BLM is committed to providing assistance from field staff to further work on ESD development. He asked to be notified if issues arise with BLM field staff assisting with ESD development.
Jim Norwick and Gilbert Borego reported for the state land office. They are going to be hiring a Range Conservationist and a Wildlife biologist for state lands. They are currently interviewing for the position. They asked that priority be placed on ESD development in CP-2 area also. They asked that there new range person and the Range improvement task force (RITF) be brought along as technology improves.
Brandon asked that we could look at relationships between tools. Bob Jones asked that we commit to a pilot and stop all other ESD development. Pilot would be under RITF and examine remote sensing and the protocols. Thinks it may remove the need for ground truthing. “Carpet bomb with remote sensing.  Mike casabaum was involved in the process. 350,000 acres of remote sesing and state with sate land office. GIS/GPS links data to Jornada monitoring data.
Kris Havstad reported there was a workshop last October about soil survey and how does it contribute to the future. Jeff Herrick looking at how to house the data and looking to David Trujillo who gathered the data and populated databases and is discovering how to use data to make interpretations. Examples are how to design breaks and not confuse states for soils differences.. kris said there has been a continual escalation of the technology. It was all in agency and now contractors are involved and now the national MOU and people are concerned. He said it is time for a new letter modeled after a 3 year old version to the user groups that would summarize where the state of the art is now.  Consider it a progress report to many recipients. 

Kris said the workshop could be modeled after the Socorro SRM workshop of a few years ago which was a 2 to 3 day session. He suggested a 1 day add on session to Quivera, Cattle growers and /or Northern Nm stockman. Make discussion and questions OK. The venue and audience are important. Needs to have a strong leader. Federal lands committee a 15 minute presentation. Mike cassabaum federal lands and cttle growers contacts. Theme would be “How do ESD help with ranch management planning”.  
Noe said there is a PR aspect. There needs to be a visual that shows landscape and veg classification and inventory and monitoring and how it all fits including ESD. He said there is no substitute for a case study. 

Group should develop a short list of potential cooperators that can be the case study subjects. (Flying W)

TNC is developing remote sensed maps of states for SD-2. It will be available this summer. These will be multi-scale maps of states. 

ESD makes standards and guidelines more definable.

Ken Scheffe said CRA concept is confusing. Soil Survey and MLRA reorganization is under way as promised last year. 
We need to articulate the power of the Esd concept.

The long term work plan for this Esd core group was reviewed and updated. Is is included as a separate attachment.
