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Large decline in dietary 
DOM (to < 60%) during 
the last two weeks, which 
corresponds to the time 
when cattle were walking 
fences and beginning to 
consume unpalatable 
plant species.     

August 10th Cattle Observations from Lawrence/Thomas: 
Forage Consumed = 1.5 (cattle beginning to feed on unpalatable species) 
Cattle Activity = 1 (cattle walking fences, pushing gate) 

Nighthawk Pasture 2015 
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Saltflat Pasture 2015 

Dietary DOM drops to low levels  
in the AGM herd (< 60%) in weeks 
4 and 5.  Increased diet quality in 
week 6, potentially related to  
regrowth on the patch burn. 

Cattle starting to walk fences 
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Highway Pasture 2015 

Initial signs of cattle 
eating unpalatable 

species Cattle eating majority 
of unpalatable species 

Dietary DOM declines dramatically  
(to < 60%) between weeks 4 and 5,  
which coincides with observations of  
cattle feeding on unpalatable plant species  
and forage biomass declining to 500 lbs/ac.   
 
Dietary crude protein declines below 7% in 
both AGM and TGM herds in week 4 due to 
plant senesence. 



Measures of declining cattle performance 
(dietary DOM <=60 and cattle walking fences or 

feeding on unpalatable species) when: 

• Saltflat:  forage biomass = 600 lbs/ac  (2015 threshold = 450) 
• Nighthawk: forage biomass = 420 lbs/ac (2015 threshold = 300) 
• Highway:  forage biomass = 500 lbs/ac (2015 threshold = 300) 
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