
Heterogeneity Management in 
Semi-Arid Rangelands

• 8:30-9:00:  Overview of potential 
heterogeneity management practices in 
the western Great Plains

• 9:00-9:15:  Break
• 9:15-10:30: Discussion of ecological, 

logistical and economic issues
• 10:30-10:45: Break
• 10:45-12:00: Discussion of social and 

political issues



•Considerations at different spatial scales

•Heterogeneity management practices
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Species requiring areas larger than 1/4 Species requiring areas larger than 1/4 
section for breeding territoriessection for breeding territories

Reproduced from VerCauteren and Gillihan 2004 
Integrating Bird Conservation into Range 
Management, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
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Species requiring areas less than 1/4 Species requiring areas less than 1/4 
section for breeding territoriessection for breeding territories

Reproduced from VerCauteren and Gillihan 2004 
Integrating Bird Conservation into Range 
Management, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory
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Grazing rotations
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Practices

• Among-pasture
– Fence/water 

infrastructure
– Stocking rate
– Rotations

• Within-pasture 
– Water
– Supplemental feed
– Patch burning
– Herding

• Prairie dogs

Questions:
1) What other practices/approaches should 

we consider?  What has been the result of 
your experiences implementing these types 
of practices?

2) What technical/ecological problems or 
concerns might you have with assisting 
private landowners to implement 
heterogeneity management?


	Heterogeneity Management in Semi-Arid Rangelands
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Species requiring areas larger than 1/4 section for breeding territories
	Species requiring areas less than 1/4 section for breeding territories
	Slide Number 6
	Grazing rotations
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Practices

