
 

 

 

 
Area Consolidation Update 
The organizational structure/mode code changes are now complete for 
the Area Consolidation effective October 1, 2014.  Thanks to all of the 
team members for their hard work and dedication . 
 
One Agreement—Multiple Accounting Codes  
Live December 3, 2014, SBFOs  can now post using multiple accounting 
codes on the same Incoming Funds Record (IFR).  Due to non-ARS finan-
cial system requirements and outside funding organization policies, we 
have made a change in our process for IFRs specifically associated with 
posting actions.  This process change will not be widely used, but will 
alleviate the need to add multiple IFRs for the same agreement, thus 
streamlining and saving time and effort.   
 

Specific Details: 
 Budget posting comments are now required; the comments in the 

posting action will auto propagate to the IFR or 416 comment field.  
If a comment already exists on the IFR or 416, then comments are 
added to those comments with a label “Budget Comments” 

 The Account Code 2 and 3 fields can now be different on an existing 
active budget record for the same Log No. (ie., 508-8040-123, and 
508-8040-456 can be on same Log No.) For individual IFRs, Account 
Code 1 field must be the same throughout the life of agreement (ie., 
508 or 593), unless they are hybrid postings.  The hybrids still must 
match at least one (combination of) Account Code 2-3 fields already 
in the active budget postings (for Active incomings) 

 Account codes still can only be used on one Log No. (no change) 
 For Hybrids, Account Code 2 and 3 fields cannot be used on more 

than one agreement 
 Contact your SBFO for more information 

 
Auto-generated 115 Email Notification  
Email notifications are now going to RL Level for all “New” 115s, where 

the final approver is anyone other than the RL level.  The email is sent 
immediately upon final approval and goes to anyone listed in the Email 
Routing Reference Table.  Contact your Area PA for more information. 
 
Thesaurus for In-house projects 
All ARS in-house appropriated projects are now indexed by the National 
Agricultural Library through their new automated indexing tool.  Once 
indexed, Thesaurus terms are automatically inserted in the ARIS record.  
These new terms allow for better searching and data retrieval in ARIS. 
 
Relevance to Parent Project 
Just a friendly reminder that the Relevance to Parent Project for incoming 
and outgoing agreements needs to clearly state how the agreement  
directly relates and is relevant to the related in-house projects. Simply 
citing objectives from the parent project  does not provide sufficient 
information .   
 
Monitoring Activities in AIMS 
The Monitoring Activities requirement in AIMS went live October 30, 
2014.  All outgoing agreements (except RSAs, OIAs, and Standards) with 
the start date of 11/1/2014 or later now require the completion of the 
Monitoring Activities tab in AIMS prior to approval.   This change was 
required due to the removal of the AD-421 for subordinates requirement, 
which originally captured this information.  Refer to the ARIS Online  
Manual, Chapter 4D, Page 17, for more information.  

 

ARMPs & SRMPs  
ARMPs FY2015 is complete. FY2015 SRMPs process is underway. FY2016 
instructions and guidance will begin February 2015…stay tuned. 
 
OSQR Update 
NP 306 is in the process of forming panels and scheduling for January-
February.  Chair selection has begun for NP 304.  NP 106 is finishing re-
view and will be scheduling re-review for January and finally, NP 104 is 
complete. 
 
ORISE Fellowships 
The ORISE Fellowship program for students, postgraduates, faculty, and 
established scientists now has a new Statement/Scope of Work (SOW), 
which can be found on the Axon site (also accessible from the ARS  
Partnerships and Grants site).  The SOW is a part of the newly executed 
master agreement for this ORISE ARS Research Participation Program, 
which is in place for the next 5 years.  The new SOW relates to the needs 
of the ARS PI (Mentor) and is a great read.   
 
Does your research program have a fellowship opportunity?  Browse the 
resources on the Axon site to become familiar with the ORISE research 
participation program.  For more information, you may contact your 
Business Service Center Grants Management Specialist or contact Ingrid 
Charlton in FMAD, GAMB. 
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SBIR for FY2015 is 2.9%.  Only agreements funded with ap-
propriated money are charged SBIR, and outgoing interagency 
and RSA do not get charged. 

 
The BT Assessment has been completed by Budget and Program Man-
agement Staff for FY2015. 
 
ARIS web applications have recently been upgraded to allow the use 
of Java 1.8. Users can download Java 1.8 installation kit from ARIS java 
page.  There is no need to rush to install Java 8 as all older versions of 
Java 1.7 can still be used.  The system will detect the highest version 
of Java and use that version.  Note after installing Java 1.8, there are 
some configuration changes needed. See those instructions on ARIS 
java page. Contact Office of the Chief Information Officer, Enterprise 
Application Services Branch (EASB) help desk at aris@ars.usda.gov for 
assistance with the use of Java and ARIS. 

STATUS 



 

 

 
 

Thesaurus for In-house projects 
All ARS in-house appropriated projects are now indexed by the National Agricultural Library through their new automated  
indexing tool.  Once indexed, Thesaurus terms are automatically inserted in the ARIS record.  These new terms allow for better 
searching and data retrieval in ARIS. 
 
Relevance to Parent Project 
Just a friendly reminder that the Relevance to Parent Project for incoming and outgoing agreements needs to clearly state how 
the agreement directly relates and is relevant to the related in-house projects. Simply citing objectives from the parent project  
does not provide sufficient information .   
 
Monitoring Activities in AIMS 
The Monitoring Activities requirement in AIMS went live October 30, 2014.  All outgoing agreements (except RSAs, OIAs, and 
Standards) with the start date of 11/1/2014 or later now require the completion of the Monitoring Activities tab in AIMS prior 
to approval.   This change was required due to the removal of the AD-421 for subordinates requirement, which originally cap-
tured this information.  Refer to the ARIS Online Manual, Chapter 4D, Page 17, for more information.  
 
 
 
 
ARMPs & SRMPs  
The ARMPs process for FY2015 is now complete and the FY2015 SRMPs process is underway. Development for the FY2016  
instructions and guidance will begin February 2015…stay tuned. 
 
OSQR Update 

 NP 306 is in the process of forming panels and scheduling for  
 January-February  
 Chair selection has begun for NP 304 
 NP 106 is completing reviews and will begin scheduling  

 re-review for January  

 NP 104 is complete 
 
ORISE Fellowships 
The ORISE Fellowship program for students, postgraduates, faculty, and established scientists now has a new Statement/Scope 
of Work (SOW), which can be found on the Axon site (also accessible from the ARS Partnerships and Grants site).  The SOW is a 
part of the newly executed master agreement for this ORISE ARS Research Participation Program, which is in place for the next 
5 years.  The new SOW relates to the needs of the ARS PI (Mentor) and is a great read.   
 
Does your research program have a fellowship opportunity?  Browse the resources on the Axon site to become familiar with 
the ORISE research participation program.  For more information, you may contact your Business Service Center Grants Man-
agement Specialist or contact Ingrid Charlton in FMAD, GAMB. 

ARIS ADVISOR 

From the  Office of National Programs 

December 2014 

 
ARIS ADVISOR 

From the Office of National Programs 

Issue 5 

ARIS UPDATES 

STATUS 


