GLOSSARY
Basin – the sunken area at the bottom of the apple opposite the stem where the calyx is located.
Bloom – the natural white dust-like covering or film on the surface of some fruit that can be easily removed by rubbing.
Calyx – (Greek for cup) the outermost part of the flower that persists after the fruit has developed. The calyx contains the sepals, which often remain green and fleshy.
Cavity – the funnel shaped sunken area at the stem-end of an apple.
Furrowed – characterized by a narrow groove or depression (as in a wrinkle) in reference to the basin and on the inside shoulder of the basin.
Lenticel – a patch of suberized cells, originally the stomata or pores in the skin of an apple for gas exchange.
Ridged – characterized by crests and valleys, usually in reference to the basin, resulting in a non-smooth condition that provides a "lobed" appearance. On Delicious these ridges result in the 5 prominent lobes at the bottom of the fruit. This condition may be characteristic of the cavity also, but is generally limited to a single valley.
Russet – a rough, sandpaper-like condition on the surface of fruit; usually brown or tan colored, may be net-like or in large patches.
Scarfskin – a gray flecking or milky appearance on the surface of fruit most often recognized on the red overcolor area which cannot be removed by rubbing.
Soluble Solids Concentration – a measure of the solids (sugars, organic acids and inorganic stitles) dissolved in the juice of the fruit. Predominately sugar and used to express the sugar content of the apple. Measured with a refractometer.
Starch Index Rating (S.I.)- a subjective rating that measures the conversion (hydralization) of starch to sugar as the fruit matures. Based on the area that stains blue-black when an apple is cut tangentially and treated with an iodine solution a rating of 1 to 3 = immature, 4 to 6 = mature, and 7 to 8 = overmature.
Triploid – an individual plant with 3 sets of chromosomes. The pollen from a triploid is not viable and therefore, cannot be used to pollinate another variety.
