
Curriculum Vitae for Yniv Palti 
 
Address 
USDA-ARS-NCCCWA, 11861 Leetown Road, Kearneysville, WV 25430. 
Fax:  304-725-0351 
Work Tel.: 304-724-8340 ext. 2134 
e-mail: yniv.palti@ ars.usda.gov 
Current Position: Research Geneticist (since Sep. 2001); Lead Scientist of the Genomics Unit 

(since April 2008) 
 
University Education and Additional Training 
2000 - 2001 Research Associate, Cardeza Foundation for Hematologic Research, Thomas 

Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA, USA. Supervisor: Dr. John L. Wagner. 
Research project: shotgun sequencing of BACs that contain the dog MHC region. 

1999 – 2000 Visiting Lecturer and Head of the DNA Analysis and Sequencing Unit, Dept. of 
Food Engineering and Biotechnology, Technion – Israel Institute of Technology, 
Haifa, Israel. Supervisor: Dr. Yechezkel Kashi. 
Research subject: Application of DNA SNPs and simple sequence repeats (SSRs) 
as markers for rapid and sensitive identification of pathogenic E. coli strains. 

1998 – 1999 Postdoctoral fellow, Animal Science Institute, Agricultural Research 
Organization, Beit-Dagan, Israel. Supervisors: Prof. Gideon Hulata and Dr. Micha 
Ron. 
Research subject: Identification of DNA markers linked to sex-ratio distortions in 
tilapia (Oreochromis aureus). 

1994 - 1997 Ph.D., Genetics & Cell Biology, Washington State University, Pullman, WA, 
USA. Supervisor: Prof. Gary Thorgaard. Title of thesis: Identification of 
candidate DNA markers associated with IHN virus resistance in backcrosses of 
rainbow x cutthroat trout. 

1992 - 1994 M.S., Genetics & Cell Biology, Washington State University, Pullman, WA, 
USA. Supervisor: Prof. Gary Thorgaard. Title of thesis: Improvement of 
gynogenesis and aspects of egg quality in rainbow trout, M.S. research. 

1988 - 1991 B.Sc., Economics, Faculty of Agriculture of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
Rehovot, Israel. 

 
Research grants 
2007 Co-PI. BARD. Genetic basis of cyprinid herpes virus-3 resistance in common carp. 

($320,000) 
2006 PD. CSREES-NRI-Animal Genome:Tool and Reagent Development. Production of an 

Integrated Physical and Genetic Map for Rainbow Trout. ($696,416) 
2005 Sub-contractor. USDA-CSREES-SBIR (Phase II). Project number WNK-2005-03237: 

Genetics of growth and reproduction in rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) fed a plant-
based diet. ($255,695) 

2003 Sub-contractor. USDA-CSREES-SBIR (Phase I). Project number WNK-2003-00519: 
Genetic basis of growth improvement in rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) using 
plant-based diets. ($65,000) 



2002 Sub-contractor. USDA-CSREES-NRI: Animal Genome Reagent and Tool Development. 
Project number MDR-2002-03472: Genomic resources for examining disease resistance 
in rainbow trout. ($622,000) 

2000 NIH training grant at the Cardeza Foundation for Hematologic Research, Thomas 
Jefferson University, Philadelphia, PA. 

1998 BARD postdoctoral fellowship. Title: Identification of candidate DNA markers linked to 
sex determination in tilapia (Oreochromis aureus). Postdoctoral fellow for two years. 

 
Professional Societies 
 American Fisheries Society (2003 - present) 
 World Aquaculture Society (2006 – present) 
 Associate Member Trout Farmers Association (2008 – present) 
 National Research Support Project 8 of the USDA-CSREES National Animal Genome 

Research Program: (a) Chair Elect 2007 and Chair 2008 of the 2-day Aquaculture Genome 
Workshop at the International Plant & Animal Genome Conference; and (b) Salmonid 
Species Coordinator for the Aquaculture Genome Group (2007 – present). 

 
Adjunct Faculty positions 
 Division of Forestry, Davis college of Agriculture, Forestry and Consumer Science, West 

Virginia University (2002 – present). 
 Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

(2005- present). 
 
Editorial board 
Marine Biotechnology (2005 – present) 
 
Professional Advisory and Consulting Activities 
 Member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of the British Columbia Salmon Farming 

Industry Brood-Stock Program (2008 – 2011). 
 The planning committee of the 2006 Vancouver, BC meeting of the Consortium for Genome 

Research in All Salmonids Program (CGRASP), May 10-11, 2006, Leetown, WV. 
 Member, Advisory Panel for Genetic Improvement for Troutlodge, Inc., a rainbow trout egg 

producer. Sumner, WA, September 2004. 
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moderately heritable and is not adversely correlated with growth. Journal of Animal 
Science 87:860-867. 



Rexroad III, CE, Palti, Y, Gahr, SA, Vallejo, RL, (2008). A second generation genetic map for 
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genomic region in teleosts. Developmental and Comparative Immunology 31(5):483-498. 

Palti Y, Rodriguez FR, Vallejo RL, Rexroad III CE (2006). Mapping of toll-like receptor (TLR) 
genes in rainbow trout. Animal Genetics 37(6):597-598. 
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Mapping of uncoupling protein 2 genes in rainbow trout. Animal Genetics 37(6):598-
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Applied and Environmental Microbiology 71(6):3144–3152. 
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