
RANGELAND PLANT ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP

PLANTS FOR THE WEST

Forage and Range Research Laboratory

‘Continental’            

basin wildrye

and the 

Tertiary Restoration 

Gene Pool

Rangeland Plant 

Ecology Research



RANGELAND PLANT ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP

PLANTS FOR THE WEST

Three major genetic groupings of basin wildrye
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Admixed populations of basin wildrye



RANGELAND PLANT ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP

PLANTS FOR THE WEST

Magnar
(2n=8x=56)

X

Continental 
(2n=8x=56)

Trailhead 
(2n=8x=56)

Trailhead 
(2n=4x=28)

Development of ‘Continental’ basin wildrye

chromosome-
doubling

X

L-28



RANGELAND PLANT ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP

PLANTS FOR THE WEST

Continental

Trailhead

Magnar



RANGELAND PLANT ECOLOGY WORKING GROUP

PLANTS FOR THE WEST

Continental basin wildrye seed mass
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Evans Farm (2009)

mg/seed

Continental 4.60

Magnar 4.07

Washoe 3.42

Trailhead 3.25

North Park Farm (2010)

mg/seed

Continental 4.59

L-61 4.44

Magnar 3.82

Seed mass of basin wildrye plant materials
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Shell site near Pinedale, WY

Stand establishment and persistence
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Continental basin stand establishment
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Continental basin wildrye
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