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Drs. Kevin Jensen and Jack Staub of the Forage and Range Research Laboratory (FRRL) attended the annual 
West Central States Wool Growers Convention in Sun Valley, ID between November 17-19, 2016.  There were 
210 attendees representing growers, industry, and government.  Presentations provided information on 
subject areas ranging from genetics and breeding to marketing.  The issues surrounding public lands were 
discussed as they applied to lamb production, both present and the future.  Dr. Melinda Ellison, a new hire 
and animal nutritionist at the University of Idaho, Nancy M. Cummings Research and Extension and Education 
Center, Salmon ID, was introduced.  She will endeavor to assist in research with the USDA at the Dubois, ID 
Animal Research Center in the area of grazing and nutrition of sheep.  The FRRL’s improved plant materials 
will be evaluated to determine what enhancements in animal productivity accuses from grazing under novel 
management regimes.  FRRL plant materials were exhibited and questions were answered regarding 
rangeland sheep management and how these improved plant materials could enhance productivity.  
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