[image: image1.png]



United States Department of Agriculture

Research, Education and Economics

Agricultural Research Service

April 6, 2009

Reference:  U.S. Sheep Experiment Station, Dubois, ID Grazing and Associated Activities Project 2009, Scoping Information

 Interested Party, 
Proposal: The Agricultural Research Service (ARS), United States Sheep Experiment Station (USSES), Dubois, Idaho, is proposing to continue ongoing sheep grazing and associated activities that have been historically occurring (approximately 90 years) in conjunction with ARS, United States Sheep Experiment Station (USSES) research to develop integrated methods for increasing production efficiency of sheep and to simultaneously improve the sustainability of rangeland ecosystems. 
Purpose and Need: The purpose and need for this project is to provide for the continuation of historic and ongoing grazing and associated activities at the USSES in support of the mission of the ARS, USSES in Dubois, Idaho. 

This is the second phase of a two-phase NEPA compliance plan for the grazing and associated activities at USSES. The first phase culminated in the issuance of an interim EA in November of 2008. This second phase will culminate in the issuance of a NEPA document that considers the long-term effects of the proposed action.
Public Participation in the ARS, USSES Interim Grazing Project:  You have received this letter based on your potential interest in this project, which is detailed in the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station Grazing and Associated Activities Project 2009, Scoping Information document posted on the ARS website: http://www.ars.usda.gov/main/site_main.htm?modecode=53-64-00-00 under “News and Events”.  We are interested in hearing your comments about our proposal, including any information you have about the project area that could help us improve our plans.  
To be used in our analysis, comments should be limited to the scope of Proposed Action. Comments beyond the scope of this project will not be considered. 
Please include the following information with your comments: 
· Your name, address (include in any email correspondence), and, if possible, telephone number, in case we need to get in touch with you regarding your comments; and 

· Site-specific facts or comments concerning the proposed ARS, USSES, Dubois Interim Grazing Project, along with supporting information that you believe we should consider in reaching a decision.  

Comments can be submitted in writing by:
 Mail – Sue Wingate, TEAMS Enterprise, USDA Forest Service, 502 Groton Hollow Road, Rumney, NH 03266; ATTN:  ARS, USSES, Dubois Interim Grazing Project; or Email – swingate01@fs.fed.us.
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Electronic comments are encouraged and appreciated if you have the ability and opportunity to do so. Electronic comments conserve paper and do not require scanning prior to entering into the project record.

The Scoping comment period closes May 30, 2009.  Your views on this project are important to us.  If you need more information on this project, please contact Sue Wingate at (603) 786-2169 or send an email to swingate01@fs.fed.us. 

Hard Copy Available:  In an effort to reduce paper consumption and mailing costs, a hard copy of the Scoping Information document will only be provided to those individuals requesting a hard copy.  To request a hard copy to be mailed to you please send an email to stacey.boco@ars.usda.gov; or call her at (510) 559-6000.
The results of our analysis of this project will be documented in an environmental analysis following procedures outlined in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and a decision is expected in March 2010.  If you provide comments in response to the Scoping information now, you will receive a copy of the Decision Notice when it has been signed. 
Thank you for your interest in assisting us with the environmental analysis we are conducting for the ARS, USSES, Dubois, Idaho.  
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