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Nondestructive Sex Determination of the
Adult Stage of Cowpea Weevil
Callosobruchus maculates (F.)

 (NOTE:  Both Characteristics Should Be Present to Assure Accuracy)
Characteristic #1:  Dorsally; Wing Spot Light in the Center on the ♂; Solid Dark on the ♀
(Degree of lightness of center of wing spot is variable on ♂)
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Characteristic #2:  Ventrally; Abdominal Segment V;

Posterior Edge Indentate on the ♂; Straight on the ♀
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Method:
· Prior to adult emergence, isolate individuals as much as possible by placing infested beans in small shell vials; one bean per vial

· Close vial with foam insert

· If unmated adults desired, separate adults as they emerge and keep adults isolated singly to prevent mating
· Determine sex of adults as they emerge by eye or under 10x magnification (microscope or field lens):

· Character #1:  Usually easily seen by eye
· Character #2:  Usually requires some magnification
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