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About ARS

USDA’s chief scientific research agency
• Food, feed, fiber, flowers, and fuel
• Develop and transfer solutions to 

agricultural problems
• Support the research needs of action 

agencies





Pacific West Area

47 research units
21 locations
14 worksites
380+ scientists
1,500 total employees
$158 M base program
$16 M extramural and 
in kind support



Workshop Objectives

Information sharing – applications and state of 
the science
• What’s known
• What’s possible

Help focus current research and develop a 
vision for future research – position PWA
• Leveraging remote sensing technologies
• Capturing synergy from collaborations



Workshop Products
Summary (posters) of 
current research using RS
Strategies for leveraging 
RS technology in PWA 
research (breakout 
reports)
Ideas for proposals and 
initiatives that would 
enhance and expand 
research using RS 
approaches



Potential Impact
PWA scientists positioned 
as leaders in remote 
sensing science
Raised profile of PWA 
remote sensing research
Enhanced research 
excellence through 
collaborations
Increased competitiveness 
through coordinated 
capacity for remote sensing



Relevance

Performance

Quality
(Prospective)

Quality
(Retrospective)

OMB Research & Development Investment Criteria

Research Program     
Planning & Priority Setting

Project 
Implementation

Program 
Review & 
Assessment

ARS National Program Cycle

Program 
Coordination

Scientific Merit Peer 
Review of New 

Research Projects

Base Funding 
Reallocation to 
Priorities & Budget 
Development and 
Allocation of Increase



How ARS Sets Priorities

ARS
Program 

& 
Budgeting 
Priorities

Congress and Executive Branch
(OMB, Department, other Federal agencies)

ARS 
Scientists & 
Managers

Customers, 
Partners & 

Stakeholders

Scientific 
Community
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