Honorary Degree Granted to Distinguished Scientist

	


Wilson College President Lorna Duphiney Edmundson presented scientist Karl H. Norris with an honorary Doctor of Science degree at an Aug. 10 dinner celebrating the 25th anniversary of the International Diffuse Reflectance Conference, an international, biennial meeting of scientists that has been held at Wilson College since its inception in 1982. 

Norris pioneered the development of near infrared reflectance (NIR) technology for the simple, accurate, rapid and inexpensive testing of many quality characteristics of food and grains. This technology, which has been widely adopted in the world grain-marketing system, has revolutionized the way the system determines grain quality.  Norris has also made pioneering contributions to research into fundamental aspects of photobiology.

In 1988, Norris retired as research leader of the Instrumentation Research Laboratory of the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service after more than 38 years as an internationally recognized authority on instrumental methods of measuring the quality of agricultural products. He holds several patents and is the author or co-author of more than 100 research papers. Since 1988, he has been a consulting engineer working on improving NIR spectrometers and developing new applications in spectroscopy. He has received more than 20 honors and awards over the years, including most recently:

· The Gold Medal Award of the New York Section of the Society of Applied Spectroscopy (2001) 

· The Sir George Stokes Medal from the Analytical Division of the Royal Society of Chemistry (2001) 

· Japan’s Fantec Award (2003). 

Norris received a Bachelor of Science degree in agricultural engineering from Pennsylvania State University in 1942. He did graduate work in mathematics and science at the University of Chicago, and in physics at the University of Maryland, but did not complete a doctorate. 

In his honorary degree nomination, Dr. Donald Dahm called Karl Norris the “father” of NIR spectroscopy.

“Honoring Karl Norris for his work is consistent with Wilson’s commitment to science education,” President Edmundson said. “We look forward to working closely with this wonderful group of scientists for many years to come.”

The IDRC concludes Aug. 11.
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