	ADVERTISED POSITION: INDEFINITE RESEARCH SCIENTIST (Entomology and Biological Control), CSIRO AUSTRALIA
The position description and selection criteria can be found at https://recruitment.csiro.au/. For further information please contact Matthew Purcell (matthew.purcell@csiro.au , ph. +617 32142847). 


	

					 
	Job Profile

	 
	Position Title:
	Research Scientist - Entomology and Biological Control

	 
	Division:
	CSIRO Entomology

	 
	Location:
	Indooroopilly QLD

	 
	Classification:
	CSOF5

	 
	Salary Range:
	$83K - $90K plus super

	 
	Tenure:
	Indefinite

	 
	Applicants:
	International Applicants Welcome

	 
	Relocation Assistance:
	May be offered to the successful applicant.

	 
	Internet Closing Date:
	22 Feb 2010
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	Role Summary

	 
	 

	 
	The successful candidate will lead projects to research the science underpinning the development of exploration and agent selection in biocontrol programs through the use of a combination of factors including target-agent interactions, host specificity and risk analysis, determining key mortality factors, molecular analysis, evolutionary associations and biogeography.
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	Advertisement

	 
	 

	 
	The staff of the Australian Biological Control Laboratory (ABCL) actively search the natural areas of Australia and Southeast Asia for insects and other organisms that feed on pest insects and plant species that are invasive in the USA.  Based in Brisbane, Queensland, the ABCL is operated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS) and is hosted by the CSIRO.  On behalf of ABCL, CSIRO Entomology is seeking a qualified, skilled and motivated scientist to research the exploration and evaluation of biological control agents.  The research will focus on developing efficient protocols using current best practice and novel techniques to find host specific biological control agents that will have a high impact on both plant and insect targets. 
The successful candidate will lead projects to research the science underpinning the development of exploration and agent selection in biocontrol programs through the use of a combination of factors including target-agent interactions, host specificity and risk analysis, determining key mortality factors, molecular analysis, evolutionary associations and biogeography.  The position requires skills in team and people management, and active engagement in partnerships with other researchers and government agencies in Australia, the United States and Asia.
The position will then be located at the Boggo Road Ecosciences Precinct in Dutton Park, Brisbane, from 2011.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders are encouraged to apply for all CSIRO positions.

	
	








[bookmark: pos]
			 
	Position Description

	 
	 

	 
	Key Capabilities
· Demonstrated initiative, creativity and ability to conduct innovative research  
· Demonstrated collaborative abilities in research project development, design and execution. 
· Strong leadership and motivational skills with the ability to work effectively as a member of a team, to interact and communicate effectively with staff, stakeholders and clients at all levels, and to support staff in biological control. 
· Demonstrated ability and commitment to publish the results of scientific research in high quality scientific journals and electronic media within agreed timeframes. 
· Flexible and constructive approach to work design and work procedures. 
· Active support of code of conduct and OH&S and the principles of workplace diversity and equity. 
Key Result Areas/Duties
· Contribute to research conducted by the United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, Australian Biological Control Laboratory to search for, identify, evaluate and prioritize potential biological control agents for use against invasive species, with emphasis on species, which are invasive to US 
· Develop efficient and innovative concepts, theories, tools and techniques in exploration and agent prioritisation in biological control. 
· Evaluate the host range and biology of high priority insect agents using current best practice or by developing novel techniques. 
· Publish research results in recognized journals pertaining to the discipline. 
· Engage national and international collaborators and stakeholders, to report on research results, and to develop current and future projects.   
· Travel and conduct field research throughout Australia and Asia. 
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	Selection Criteria

	 
	 

	 
	Applicants must address the selection criteria.  Applicants that do not address the selection criteria will not be considered.  To assist you prepare your application please read the information available at "Guidelines for Applicants"
Essential
1. PhD and documented ecological research experience in predator-prey and/or insect-plant interactions. 
2. Demonstrated theoretical, conceptual and practical knowledge and skills relevant for biological control of weeds and/or insect pests. 
3. Ability to conduct or lead multi-disciplinary research including the integration of appropriate molecular approaches. 
4. Excellent interpersonal, oral and written communication including demonstrated ability to publish in high quality journals. 
5. Demonstrated ability to work as part of a multi-disciplinary research team. 
6. Demonstrated ability to develop and lead innovative research projects. 
7. Willingness to conduct field work in remote areas of Australia and Asia. 
8. Hold a current drivers license. 
Desirable
1. Research experience in molecular analysis, evolutionary associations and biogeography. 
2. Practical experience in exploration for and selection of biological control agents. 
3. Practical knowledge of insect systematics 
4. Practical knowledge of plant pathology. 
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