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Introduction

R3bv2 strains of the plant pathogen Ralstonia solanacearum cause potato brown rot disease, a major problem in the highland tropics and in some temperate zones.
These strains are described as more cool-tolerant than other R. solanacearum strains, which are warm-temperate/tropical. Establishment of R3bv2 strains in North
America could threaten the U.S. potato industry. Thus the R3bv2 subgroup is a quarantine pest and a listed Federal Select Agent. This pathogen can also infect
geraniums, which are commonly produced in regions where R3bv2 is endemic. Accidental introductions of R3bv2 to North America in infected geranium cuttings
disrupted ornamental production and inflicted large losses. Our goals are to improve methods for detection and exclusion of this bacterium and to better understand the
biology of its spread, infection, and persistence.
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