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Beneficial Insects Introduction Research

Newark, Delaware
1917
Japanese Beetle Laboratory organized by USDA in Riverton, NJ shortly after the discovery of the beetle on plants in 1916.

1928
Japanese Beetle Laboratory moved to Moorestown, NJ, and the Oriental Fruit Moth Laboratory was organized at Moorestown.  These were the predecessors of BIIR.

1934
Foreign explorations and introductions of beneficial insects were consolidated at Moorestown, NJ in the Division of Foreign Parasite Introduction.

1937
Quarantine facility enlarged at Moorestown.

1953
In the organizational change associated with the creation of ARS, the Moorestown laboratory became part of the Agency’s Entomology Research Branch (latter changed to Entomology Research Division in 1957).

1973
USDA Beneficial Insects Research Laboratory moved from Moorestown, NJ to Newark, DE (October).

2003
Present - BIIR celebrates its 30th year at Newark; marking 69 years since its organization (1934) and 75 years from its ancestry.

Benefits of Classical Biological Control Research

USDA-ARS Beneficial Insects Introduction Research

1960 - 1995

	Insect Pest Controlled
	Annual Savings

	alfalfa weevil
	$ 90,000,000

	pea aphid
	$ 36,000,000

	cereal leaf beetle
	$ 18,000,000

	alfalfa blotch leafminer
	$ 15,000,000

	Total
	$159,000,000



Once your history is complete, don’t forget to send it in to headquarters so it will be included in a compilation of all such histories.  To do this, visit the 50th anniversary web site off the main ARS web page www.ars.usda.gov.
Thanks to William H. Day, for this example of his laboratory’s one page history.


