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THE 50™ ANNIVERSARY YEAR OF THE
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE
November 2, 2003 — November 1, 2004

By the Secretary of Agriculture of the United States of America

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS November 2, 2003, is the 50th Anniversary of the establishment of the
Agricultural Research Service, an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture; and

WHEREAS the Agricultural Research Service was created in the earliest days of the
administration of President Dwight D. Eisenhower and under the leadership of Secretary of
Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson with the purpose of advancing science to solve agricultural
problems; and

WHEREAS in 1953, the inaugural challenges to the new agency were fourfold: to increase
agricultural product use and consumption; to expand research on new crops; to develop new
controls for plant and animal pests and diseases; and to focus more research on soils and
water; and

WHEREAS 50 years later, these inaugural challenges have expanded to such an extent that the
new scientific knowledge and technologies developed by the Agricultural Research Service
touch the lives of every American through the food we eat, the clothing we wear, and the
environment in which we live; and

WHEREAS economic studies show that the annual rate of return is 40-60 percent for every
dollar invested in publicly funded agricultural research and development; and

WHEREAS the Agricultural Research Service’s mission of advancing science to solve
agricultural problems remains as important today as it was at the Agency’s inception;

NOW, THEREFORE, in recognition of the many outstanding contributions of the
Agricultural Research Service to the American food and agricultural community and to salute
the Agency’s 50 years of service to the Nation and the world, I, Ann M. Veneman, Secretary of
the United States Department of Agriculture, do hereby proclaim November 2, 2003, through
November 1, 2004, as the 50th Anniversary Year of the Agricultural Research Service. I call
upon employees, constituents, and friends of the United States Department of Agriculture to
join me in celebrating the outstanding achievements of the Agricultural Research Service and
in recognizing this historic anniversary.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of December 2003, the
two-hundred twenty-eighth year of the Independence of the United States of America.

ANN M. VENEMAN
Secretary
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Commemorating 50 Years of Science


in Service to the U.S. Department of Agriculture





Welcome


    Caird E. Rexroad, Jr., Acting Associate Administrator           Agricultural Research Service





Introduction of the Secretary


Joseph Jen, Under Secretary


Research, Education, and Economics





Science in the U.S. Department of Agriculture


ARS 50th Anniversary Proclamation


Ann M. Veneman


Secretary of Agriculture





Agricultural Research in Support of the


Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service


Bobby Acord, Administrator


Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service





Partnerships in Science


Edward Knipling, Acting Administrator


Agricultural Research Service
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