BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH:

     Thomas (Ed) Cleveland received his Doctor of Philosophy degree in Plant Pathology at Louisiana State University in 1980.  After receiving his doctorate, he obtained a research fellowship in the Plant Pathology Department at the University of Kentucky.  He investigated fungal enzymes involved in the detoxification of isoflavonoid phytoalexins and penetration of host-plant defenses.  Subsequently in 1982, he was the recipient of a Rockefeller Research Fellowship and began work at the Institute of Biological Chemistry, Washington State University where he characterized plant genes involved in insect resistance in crop plants and participated in the first experiments to incorporate these genes into transgenic plants.  In 1985, he accepted a position with the Food and Feed Safety group at the Southern Regional Center of the USDA located in New Orleans.  He is now the Research Leader of this same group and is investigating methods to enhance resistance to invasion of crops by toxin-producing microbes and to interrupt the expression of toxin biosynthetic genes. 
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